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MAKING CHRIST A REALITY IN THE COMMUNITY IN WHICH WE LIVE 
 

    Pastor:    Rev. Michael J. Pawelko 
 

Office Manager: Mrs. Katie Moser 
School:    850 Euclid Avenue, Warrington 
   (215) 343-5100 
Principal:   Mrs. Jennifer Durkin 
Religious Education:  Mrs. Danielle Staffieri 
   stjosephprep.warrington@gmail.com 
Music Director:  Mrs. Maria Lennon 

                                  mariaalennon@gmail.com 

WEBSITE: www.saintjosephchurch.us 
EMAIL: sjc18976@verizon.net 

RECTORY: (215) 672-3020 (9 a.m. - 4 p.m. | Mon. - Fri.) 

MASS SCHEDULE:  
Mass Schedule: 
              Daily Mass (Mon.-Sat.)  8:00 a.m.  
  Saturday Vigil Mass       4:00 p.m. 
  Sunday Masses               7:30 a.m. 
                 9:30 a.m. 
                                                & 11:30 a.m. 
 

Holy Day Masses:  
   8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. 
 

(Christmas�and�New�Year’s�have�special schedules) 
      
  

CONFESSIONS: Saturdays: 8:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.      
                                            &   3:00 p.m. – 3:45 p.m. 
                      
  
MASS FOR SHUT-INS:  
   TV - Sunday, 5:30 a.m. WPVI Channel 6,   
            Daily & Sunday, 8:00 a.m. EWTN 
     
 
BAPTISMS: Parents should make arrangements with the 

Pastor at least one month before the requested date.  
Baptism is usually celebrated on Sundays at 12:30 pm 
(following 11:30 am Mass).  Please contact Rev. 
Michael J. Pawelko for Pre-Jordan preparations.  
Godparents must be practicing the faith and present a 
Letter of Eligibility from their parish.  No date can be set 
for baptism until parents have fulfilled these 
responsibilities. 

MATRIMONY: To set a date for a wedding, 
couples must make an appointment at the 
Rectory at least 6 months prior to the wedding 
date. Weddings can be scheduled for most 
Saturdays, at 12:00 Noon or 2:00 p.m., or on 
Friday afternoons. 

 
SICK CALLS: Phone the Rectory,  
                           (215) 672-3020. 
 
REGISTRATION: All Catholics who live 

within the parish boundaries should register. 
Boundaries: South of Street Road from Lower 
State Rd., to Norristown Rd., to County Line, 
to Blair Mill Rd., to Moreland Rd., to Maple 
Ave., to Horsham Rd., to Limekiln Pike, to 
Lower State Rd. & back to Street Road. 

   If you are not registered, we cannot serve you 
in ways that require us to know you. Please 
call the Rectory (215-672-3020.) We will 
welcome you as part of our community of 
faith. 

 
PARISH ACTIVITIES: Catholic Youth 

Organization, PREP (Parish Religious 
Education Program), Choir (Adult and  
Children’s),� Home & School Association, 
Men’s� Group, Rosary,  Respect Life 
Committee, OCIA, Catholic in Recovery, 
Women’s Group, Charismatic Prayer Group, 
Hospitality, Hope Committee, Health & Help 
Ministry, St. Vincent de Paul Society, Legion 
of Mary. 

 

mailto:stjosephprep.warrington@gmail.com
mailto:mariaalennon@gmail.com
http://www.saintjosephchurch.us/
mailto:sjc18976@verizon.net


                                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FFrroomm��tthhee��DDeesskk��ooff��FFaatthheerr��PPaawweellkkoo……��

My Dear Parishioners, 

     The�Canaanite�woman�featured�in�this�week’s�Gospel�is�usually�praised�for�her�persistence.��It�is�true,�she�did�not�give�up,�and 
that perseverance is to her credit.  I would say, however, what was most important about her and about her prayer was her humility.   
     Some points on the Gospel: 
     The Canaanite woman was from an area north of Israel and an area that was very much pagan territory.  She was a Gentile by 
birth and would have been raised as a pagan.  She would have grown up worshiping pagan gods and making prayers and sacrifices 
to false idols. 
     Because�of�this,�faithful�Jews�often�referred�to�pagans�by�a�very�derogatory�term�that�can�be�translated�as�“dogs.”��The�term 
that�they�used�is�better�translated�as�“untamed�dogs”�or�as�“mad�dogs.”��“Untamed”�because�they�did�not�live�by�the�Law�or�the�
Prophets.��“Mad”�because�they�persisted�in�their�paganism.��In�fact,�many�faithful�Jews�thought�that�by�just�being�in�the�presence 
of a Gentile, that they themselves became ritually unclean.  Thus, we can say that they viewed Gentiles to be on the same level as 
a leper.  Ouch! 
     Our�Blessed�Savior�does�refer�to�her�as�a�“dog.”��Yet,�He�uses�a�different�term�for�dog�then�used�by�the�Jews�of�His�time.��The 
term that Our Blessed Savior used is better�understood�as�a�“puppy”�or�as�a�“pet�dog.”��He�does�not�see�her�as�lost,�but�He�sees�her�
as a child in search of something better.  He sees her as a potential child of God and co-heir of the Kingdom.  Moreover, the very 
fact that Our Blessed Savior had ventured into pagan territory shows that he was already breaking through the divisions that 
separated Jew and Gentile. 
     In affirming that He should not give bread to the dogs, Our Blessed Savior was affirming that there was a priority in His 
Mission.  The first priority was to fulfill the Scriptures by re-establishing Israel.  He would re-establish Israel in the establishment 
of the New Israel, His Catholic Church.  It would then be through the Church that He would touch the whole world: The 
eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had ordered them.  When they saw him, they worshiped, but they 
doubted.��Then�Jesus�approached�and�said�to�them,�“All�power�in�heaven�and�on�earth�has�been�given�to�me.��Go,�therefore,  and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded you. And�behold,�I�am�with�you�always,�until�the�end�of�the�age.”�(Matthew�28:�16-20).  
     The Canaanite�woman’s�persistence�was�actually�an�act�of�humility.��She�had�nowhere�else�to�turn.��No�human�power,�no�doctor�
nor pagan priest nor pagan priestess had been able to help her.  That was because she was in a battle with a supernatural power 
that actually exists—an evil supernatural power.  She was in a battle with the devil for the life and soul of her child.  Up to this 
point, she had lost the battle.  She was desperate.  In her desperation, she had come to accept that only a true God could fight and 
defeat the devil and free her child.  As Pope Benedict XVI commented: she had no wish to take anything from anyone; in her 
simplicity and humility a little was enough for her, crumbs sufficed, no more than a look, a kind word from the Son of God. And 
Jesus was struck�with�admiration�for�an�answer�of�such�great�faith�and�said�to�her:�“Be�it�done�for�you�as�you�desire” (v. 28).  
     The power of her prayer was in her act of humility. Yes, the act came out of desperation, yet it was an authentic act of humility.  
If it was not authentic, Our Blessed Savior would have known it and would never have granted the miracle.  As St. Augustine 
comments on this passage: This woman of Canaan, who has just now been brought before us in the lesson of the Gospel, shows us 
an�example�of�humility,�and�the�way�of�Godliness;�shows�us�how�to�rise�from�humility�unto�exaltation…..�See,�Brethren,�how�the 
value�of�humility�is�set�before�us!�The�Lord�had�called�her�a�dog;�and�she�did�not�say,�“I�am�not,”�but�she�said,�“I�am.”�And  
because�she�acknowledged�herself�to�be�a�dog,�immediately�the�Lord�said,�“Woman,�great�is�thy�faith;�be�it�unto�thee�even�as�thou 
hast�asked.”�Thou�hast�acknowledged�thyself�to�be�a�dog,�I�now�acknowledge�thee�to�be�of�humankind.�“O�woman,�great�is�thy�
faith;”�thou�hast�asked,�and�sought,�and�knocked;�receive,�find,�be�it�opened�unto�thee.�See,�Brethren,�how�in�this�woman�who was 
a Canaanite, that is, who came from among the Gentiles, and was a type, that is a figure, of the Church, the grace of humility has 
been�eminently�set�before�us….. 
     The Modern Catholic Dictionary defines humility as: The moral virtue that keeps a person from reaching beyond himself. It is 
the virtue that restrains the unruly desire for personal greatness and leads people to an orderly love of themselves based on a true 
appreciation of their position with respect to God and their neighbors. Religious humility recognizes one's total dependence on 
God; moral humility recognizes one's creaturely equality with others. Yet humility is not only opposed to pride; it is also opposed 
to immoderate self-abjection, which would fail to recognize God's gifts and use them according to his will. (Etym. Latin humilitas, 
abasement, humility, from humus, ground.). 
     It was humility that gave true power to the prayer of the Canaanite woman.  We are so blessed this weekend to approach the 
Table of the Lord and not receive scraps but the very Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity of Our Blessed Savior.  Through the 
intercession�of�all�of�God’s�Holy�Angels�and�Saints,�may�we�be�a�parish�family�that�is�always�open�to�the�helps�of�Heaven�by�
always being meek, and humble of heart. 

St. Joseph, Patron of the Church and our Patron, pray for us! 

Fr. Michael J. Pawelko, Pastor 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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OCIA
order of christian initiation for adults

A Journey of Faith
Come and Meet Us

Interest in learning more about the Catholic Church and becoming a Catholic?
OCIA is a welcoming community for those who are seeking to become disciples of Jesus Christ
within the Catholic Church. Whether you’re unbaptized, baptized in another Christian tradition, or
simply seeking a deeper connection with the Catholic faith, we invite you to take this step with us.

If you or someone you know desires full communion with the Catholic Church through the reception
of the Sacraments of Baptism, Reconciliation, Holy Eucharist, and Confirmation, we are here to walk
with you on this meaningful journey of faith.

If you or someone you know is interested in more information about becoming a
Catholic, please call the Parish Office at (215) 672-3020 or Email sjc18976@verizon.net

2026-2027 Registration
PREP Registration for the 2026-2027 Program year is
Open. Returning families received a Welcome email
from Parish Giving with login information to access
their family data.

All children entering 1st grade in the fall of 2026 and
any new parishioners should also register at this time.
New family Registration Forms are available on the
PREP webpage of the Church’s website OR scan the
QR code below to fill-out the inquiry form. You must
be registered in the Parish before registering your child
for PREP, and provide a Copy of your child’s(ren)
Baptismal Certificate(s) to the PREP Office.

Please contact us with any questions
at (215) 672-3020 or

stjosephprep.warrington@gmail.com

NEW
FAMILY
FORM

To gain access to all of FORMED’s content, follow these
simple steps:

 Go to https://signup.formed.org/
 Enter our parish’s zip code 18976, then click on St.

Joseph
 Enter your name and your email address

That’s it! You’re in. Now you can get the free FORMED app
for your phone by searching FORMED Catholic in your App
Store.

Monday, August 17:
 Mass @ Christ Home ~ 2:30 pm
Wednesday, August 19:
 Catholic in Recovery ~ 7:00 pm
Thursday, August 20:
 Rosary @ Pathways ~ 1:30 pm
 Charismatic Prayer Group ~ 7:00 pm
Friday, August 21:
 Wedding Rehearsal ~ 4:30 pm
Saturday, August 22:
 Wedding ~ 2:00 pm
Sunday, August 23:
 Baptism ~ 12:30 pm

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

mailto:sjc18976@verizon.net
mailto:stjosephprep.warrington@gmail.com
https://signup.formed.org/
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_________ _ _____ Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time Page 4

Life can be messy and confusing.

WANT HELP FIGURING IT OUT?

Join us as St. Joseph Parish is partnering with St. Jude Church & Shrine (Chalfont) for this exciting new 7-
session series where we gather to share a delicious dinner, listen to a dynamic teaching, and explore answers
to some of the most important questions worth asking about God and finding ultimate purpose in life.

Starting Wednesday evenings, September 30 from 6:15 - 8:30 PM
St. Jude School Cafeteria

323 W. Butler Avenue
Chalfont, Pennsylvania 18914

To Register:
St. Jude Church and Shrine | ChristLife Series | Chalfont, PA

Dinner and program are offered at no cost. Seating is limited to first 100 participants.

For more information, contact Denise Gealer dgealer52@gmail.com

MMoonnddaayy EExxppoossiittiioonn ooff tthhee BBlleesssseedd
SSaaccrraammeenntt wwiillll rreessuummee oonn

SSeepptteemmbbeerr 1144..

During the month of July, 2026, SVDP had 18 incoming calls,
asking for assistance. We helped a total of 23 families (some
from other parishes) and conducted 18 home visits (required
before help is provided). The major issues that we are seeing
continue to be rent, utilities, moving assistance issues, and
homelessness individuals - 12 of the families helped were
dealing with homeless, eviction, or rent issues. We also helped
with food insecurity issues (referring many to the Warminster
Food Bank). During the month, $340.00 of Poor Box
contributions were deposited. If you would like to help with
this ministry, which is all about helping those in need in our
community, please call Tom Molz (215) 801-9158. Many
thanks for the support of the SVDP organization.

Rosary News
The Rosary will resume back Monday,
September 14 at 7:30 PM.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

https://www.stjudechalfont.org/christlife
mailto:dgealer52@gmail.com
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Saturday Aug 15
4:00 pm Angela Layre

Sunday Aug 16
7:30 am Rosemarie Generale
9:30 am Kay Hartman
11:30 am The People of the Parish

Monday 8:00 am Diane Griffin
Tuesday 8:00 am David Dziedzic.
Wednesday 8:00 am Patricia Rigney
Thursday 8:00 am Mary Denoncour
Friday 8:00 am Anthony Thanickal~30th

Anniv
Saturday 8:00 am Rev. James A. Grant~3rd

Anniv
Saturday Aug 22

4:00 pm The People of the Parish
Sunday Aug 23

7:30 am Linda Generale
9:30 am Dolores Hvorecky
11:30 am Daniel Racz, Lito Soria, and

Seamus Donnolly

If you would like to add the name of someone currently on active
duty, please notify the parish office at sjc18976@verizon.net:

Name of Person, Branch of Service, and
the name/contact information for requesting individual.

Names remain on the list while individuals are actively serving
and are removed at the family’s request. Submit names only with
the service member’s consent.
Thank you for helping us support our brothers and sisters in
uniform with the power of prayer.

Please Pray
for Our Troops

CCaapptt.. DDaanniieell CCaarrrroollll –– UU..SS.. AArrmmyy
CChh..//MMaajj.. SStteepphheenn MMccDDeerrmmootttt –– UU..SS.. AArrmmyy

11sstt LLtt.. IIrreennee SS.. PPoollii –– UU..SS.. AArrmmyy
SSggtt.. MMaajj.. TTiimm SSnnyyddeerr –– UU..SS.. AArrmmyy
EEnnssiiggnn.. CCoonnoorr JJ.. PPoollii –– UU..SS.. NNaavvyy

SSrr.. CChhiieeff GGrreeggoorryy TThhoommppssoonn –– UU..SS.. NNaavvyy
LLCCppll HHuunntteerr MMaaddiissoonn –– UU..SS.. MMaarriinneess

Prayer for our Troops

Lord, hold our troops in your loving
hands. Protect them as they protect
us. Bless them and their families for
the selfless acts they perform for us
in our time of need. We ask this in the
name of Jesus, Our Lord and Savior.
AMEN

Let us Remember and
Pray for Our Dead
Fr. Bernard Farley

Florence Boyle

Please pray for those who are ill, especially:

Paula Bielecki
Lillian Cannon
Deborah Ciavola
Josh Craft
Maria Figueroa
Robert Fisher
Anne Gabbamonte
Catherine Gaida
Paul Han
Ellen Hart
Dee Hottinger
Emery Kutney
Irene Lennon
Dominic Lightcap

Paul Malachowski
Dennis Matlack
Patricia McCloskey
Joseph McNamara
Moira Merritt
Suzi Molz
Laura Nardone
Charles Neary
Gertrude Nelson
Mariann Perez
Michael K. Pham
Sarah Rank
Joseph Ranweiler
Michael Tashjian

William Sparke
Stanley Travis, III
Patricia True
Jack Wilhelm
Joan Winterborne
Edward White

Take Jesus with you on your
Summer Vacation!

Wherever you travel in the United States, there is
always a Catholic church nearby! No reason to ever
miss Mass while you are on vacation. You
can always find Mass nearby, by going on
https://masstimes.org/

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

https://masstimes.org/
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IS NOWOPEN
stjosephstrobertcyo.sportngin.com/register/form/604022703

Cross Country
Boys / Girls
Grades 1-8

Soccer
Boys / Girls
Grades 3-8

Volleyball
Girls

Grades 5-8

Class of 1976 50th Year Reunion

Saturday | October 3, 2026
3:00 – 7:00 PM
Columbia Hall

3529 Almond Street
Philadelphia | PA 19134

CASH Bar
Info: Ray Zawisza (215) 478-2869

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

https://stjosephstrobertcyo.sportngin.com/register/form/604022703


Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry provides
shawls to members of the parish
community who are in need of prayerful
comfort and support. If you knit or
crochet please consider volunteering your
talents. Please call Dee (215) 674-3894
or Mary (215) 806-5693.

The Health and
Help Ministry Who are we?

We are parishioners of St Joseph Parish who are Health
Care Professionals. We meet in member’s homes
monthly from September to May. We began in 2000 as
an initiative of the archdiocese to address needs and
promote health and wellness. Some of our activities
include: the Red Cross blood drive, CPR training and
maintenance of the AED(Automated External
Defibrillator), promoting The Prayer Shawl Ministry,
providing blood pressure checks after Mass, organizing
with Father The Healing Mass and submitting “Health
Tips” which are published in the Parish
Bulletin. Interested? Call Dee (215) 674-3894 or Elaine
(215) 675-8756.

Please remember to make all checks for the
Special and Second Collections payable to
St. Joseph Church, not the individual
charity. All donations are then forwarded to
the appropriate organizations.

2026 2025__
August 02 August 03

Envelopes $ 8,780.00 $ 6,565.00

Online Giving $ 1,588.00 $ 3,134.59

Total $ 10,368.00 $ 9,699.59

St. Joseph Church is offering Parish Giving.
Parish Giving offers a simple and secure way to support St.
Joseph Church through online donations.

Please visit our website
www.saintjosephchurch.us

and click on Parish Giving for more information.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

http://www.saintjosephchurch.us/
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ADVERTISE HERE

Promote your Business 
AND support your Parish.

Give us a call!

800-994-9817

DesignerOfSmiles.com

Huntingdon Valley, PA
215.947.4111

Steven C Bunting DDS

Eric S Bunting DMD MS

6 Years
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http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=34660126

