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MAKING CHRIST A REALITY IN THE COMMUNITY IN WHICH WE LIVE 
 

    Pastor:    Rev. Michael J. Pawelko 
 

Office Manager: Mrs. Katie Moser 
School:    850 Euclid Avenue, Warrington 
   (215) 343-5100 
Principal:   Mrs. Jennifer Durkin 
Religious Education:  Mrs. Danielle Staffieri 
   Stjosephccd.warrington@yahoo.com 
Music Director:  Mrs. Maria Lennon 

                                  mariaalennon@gmail.com 

WEBSITE: www.saintjosephchurch.us 
EMAIL: sjc18976@verizon.net 

RECTORY: (215) 672-3020 (9 a.m. - 4 p.m. | Mon. - Fri.) 

MASS SCHEDULE:  
Mass Schedule: 
              Daily Mass (Mon.-Sat.)  8:00 a.m.  
  Saturday Vigil Mass       4:00 p.m. 
  Sunday Masses               7:30 a.m. 
                 9:30 a.m. 
                                                & 11:30 a.m. 
 

Holy Day Masses:  
   8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. 
 

(Christmas�and�New�Year’s�have�special schedules) 
      
  

CONFESSIONS: Saturdays: 8:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.      
                                            &   3:00 p.m. – 3:45 p.m. 
                      
  
MASS FOR SHUT-INS:  
   TV - Sunday, 5:30 a.m. WPVI Channel 6,   
            Daily & Sunday, 8:00 a.m. EWTN 
     
 
BAPTISMS: Parents should make arrangements with the 

Pastor at least one month before the requested date.  
Baptism is usually celebrated on Sundays at 12:30 pm 
(following 11:30 am Mass).  Please contact Rev. 
Michael J. Pawelko for Pre-Jordan preparations.  
Godparents must be practicing the faith and present a 
Letter of Eligibility from their parish.  No date can be set 
for baptism until parents have fulfilled these 
responsibilities. 

MATRIMONY: To set a date for a wedding, 
couples must make an appointment at the 
Rectory at least 6 months prior to the wedding 
date. Weddings can be scheduled for most 
Saturdays, at 12:00 Noon or 2:00 p.m., or on 
Friday afternoons. 

 
SICK CALLS: Phone the Rectory,  
                           (215) 672-3020. 
 
REGISTRATION: All Catholics who live 

within the parish boundaries should register. 
Boundaries: South of Street Road from Lower 
State Rd., to Norristown Rd., to County Line, 
to Blair Mill Rd., to Moreland Rd., to Maple 
Ave., to Horsham Rd., to Limekiln Pike, to 
Lower State Rd. & back to Street Road. 

   If you are not registered, we cannot serve you 
in ways that require us to know you. Please 
call the Rectory (215-672-3020.) We will 
welcome you as part of our community of 
faith. 

 
PARISH ACTIVITIES: Catholic Youth 

Organization, PREP (Parish Religious 
Education Program), Choir (Adult and  
Children’s),� Home & School Association, 
Men’s� Group, Rosary,  Respect Life 
Committee, OCIA, Catholic in Recovery, 
Women’s Group, Charismatic Prayer Group, 
Hospitality, Hope Committee, Health & Help 
Ministry, St. Vincent de Paul Society, Legion 
of Mary. 

 

mailto:Stjosephccd.warrington@yahoo.com
mailto:mariaalennon@gmail.com
http://www.saintjosephchurch.us/
mailto:sjc18976@verizon.net


                                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FFrroomm��tthhee��DDeesskk��ooff��FFaatthheerr��PPaawweellkkoo��

My Dear Parishioners, 

     As we enter the Seventh Week of Easter, we continue our journey through the First Letter of St. Peter.  Some biblical 
scholars question whether St. Peter the Apostle was the actual author.  I do accept, as fact, that the Letter was definitely 
written by St. Peter, the Prince of Apostles and our first Pope.   

     St.�Peter�most�likely�wrote�the�Letter�from�Rome,�which�he�calls�“Babylon.”��“Babylon”�was�a�code�word�for�Early�
Christians for Pagan Rome.  He probably composed the letter during the reign of Emperor Nero and then not too long 
before his own crucifixion.  

     The letter is directed to a persecuted Church.  This was a Church being persecuted by Jews, who believed that Christians 
were a dangerous sect of heretics.  This was a Church also being persecuted by pagan Romans, who treated Christians as 
scapegoats, blaming Christians for everything going wrong in the Roman Empire. 

     Since St. Peter was writing to believers, he did not see the need to write a theological treatise.  He did however see the 
need to write a moral exhortation to his persecuted Church.   

     He was encouraging Christians who faced confiscation of property, imprisonment, torture, and death to hold fast to 
Christ and to true religion: Beloved: Rejoice to the extent that you share in the sufferings of Christ, so that when his glory 
is revealed you may also rejoice exultantly.  If you are insulted for the name of Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit of 
glory and of God rests upon you. But let no one among you be made to suffer as a murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or as an 
intriguer. But whoever is made to suffer as a Christian should not be ashamed but glorify God because of the name (I Peter 
4: 13-16). 

     He was also warning those who might feel tempted to fall back into old sinful ways not to do so, but to imitate Jesus 
Christ in Holiness: as He who called you is holy, be holy yourselves in your conduct (1Peter: 1:15). 

     His exhortation is important to us, as we face persecution from an increasingly secular world.  Secularism is a philosophy 
that claims that it does not make determinations based on religion but based on the empirical sciences alone.  Secularists 
so�then�“claim”�to�be�“neutral”�on�the�matter�of�religion.� 

     Sadly, in practice, secularism is far from neutral on the matter of religion.  On the contrary we have found out that 
secularism is outright hostile to true religion.  The godless can never truly be at peace around the Godly.  Thus, secularists 
who claim, in theory, not to discriminate on the basis of religion, do, in practice, discriminate against those who hold fast 
to true religion. 

     The persecution under secularists is not the physical persecution that we faced under Nero.  No, it is a philosophical and 
intellectual�persecution.� � �Thus,� it�has�been�more�subtle�and�yet� just�as�evil.� �For� instance,� the�whole� issue�of�“gender�
identity,”�along�with�many�other�challenges�to�traditional�family�values,�comes�from�the�secularist�movement.�� 
     Moreover, faithful Christians in the workplace have found themselves being passed over for jobs and for promotions 
for simply remaining faithful Christians.  Faithful Christian students have found themselves being ridiculed for their 
Christian beliefs and encouraged to abandon those beliefs.  For workers and students, this persecution can be very intense 
in our colleges and universities around the country. 

     In the face of this new era of persecution, St. Peter calls us to always be prepared to make a defense to anyone who calls 
you to account for the hope that is in you, yet do it with gentleness and reverence, and keep your conscience clear, so that 
when you are abused, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame.  For it is better to suffer for 
doing�right,�if�that�should�be�God’s�Will,�then�for�doing�wrong�(I�Peter�3:�15-17).  

     This is easier said than done, especially if our livelihood is in danger.  It is also easier said than done when those closest 
to us have embraced secularism and have now become hostile to anyone holding true to our Catholic Faith.  

     Thankfully, we have the guidance of St. Peter, and we hold fast to our Faith.  We hold fast to Christ not only for our 
sake and the sake of our souls, but for the sake of our persecutors and for the sake of their souls.  For as long as we hold 
fast to our Catholic Faith, and in love, offer encouragement even to those who are now persecuting us, we have that 
opportunity to save their souls too.  Let us never give up, but always do good, avoid evil, and continue to work for the 
Glory of God and for the salvation of souls: ours and theirs. 

St. Joseph, Patron of the Church and our Patron, pray for us!     
Fr. Michael J. Pawelko, Pastor 

View�this�bulletin�online�at�www.DiscoverMass.com
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May Social
You are warmly invited to join women from
the Parish for a Social and Fellowship. This
Social is supported by the Women’s Group.

MAY

28THURS. AT 7:00 PM

Church Hall Room 18

For more information:
Kathy Pacitti ~ (267) 797-0525

Igoe Porter Wellings Memorial Field
3095 Bradley Road

Chalfont, Pennsylvania 18914

Join the Veterans Affairs Committee for their Annual Memorial Day Ceremony.

View�this�bulletin�online�at�www.DiscoverMass.com
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St. Joseph Church

Parish Religious Education
Program News/Updates

Mrs. Danielle Staffieri, Coordinator
Stjosephccd.warrington@yahoo.com

Tuesdays ~ 6:00 – 7:15 PM

2026-2027 Registration
PREP Registration for the 2026-2027 Program year is now
Open.

Returning families will receive a Welcome email from Parish
Giving with login information to access their family data.

New family Registration Forms are available on the PREP
webpage of the Church’s website OR scan the QR code below
to fill-out the inquiry form. You must be registered in the
Parish before registering your child for PREP, and to hand-in
a Copy of your child(ren) Baptismal Certificate(s) to the PREP
Office.

Please contact us with any questions
at (215) 672-3020 or Stjosephccd.warrington@yahoo.com

NEW
FAMILY
FORM

St. Joseph / St. Robert School Update

Mrs. Jennifer Durkin ~ Principal
850 Euclid Avenue, Warrington, PA
(215) 343-5100 | www.sjstr.org

St. Joseph/St. Robert School does not discriminate in
admissions or hiring based on race, color, religious creed,
disability, ancestry, national origin, age, or sex.

As busy as we are with the last month of school, we are also
busy preparing for 2026-27. SJR is seeking caring, dependable
individuals to join our school community for the upcoming
school year.
Open Positions:
• Part-Time Classroom Assistant – Second Grade
• Full-Time Classroom Assistant – Kindergarten
Qualified candidates should have experience working with
children, strong communication skills, and a positive,
collaborative attitude. All applicants must provide references
and complete required criminal background clearances.
If you are interested in supporting our students in a faith-filled,
nurturing learning environment, we would love to hear from
you. You can find more information on our website at
www.stjstr.org or you can email me at jdurkin@stjstr.org.
And speaking of exciting opportunities in our SJR community,
we also have a fun way to support our school while enjoying
some Phillies baseball!
Thanks to an incredibly generous donor, our HSA has been
gifted TWO pairs of Phillies tickets with seats in the amazing
Hall of Fame Club!
It looks like the Phils are back on track, and now you have a
chance to cheer them on in style while supporting SJR! See the
details in this bulletin to purchase raffle chances for this
exciting Phillies experience! Feel free to share with family and
friends. The winners will be drawn on Thursday, May 21st.

Go Phils!
Mrs. Durkin

View�this�bulletin�online�at�www.DiscoverMass.com

mailto:Stjosephccd.warrington@yahoo.com
mailto:Stjosephccd.warrington@yahoo.com
http://www.sjstr.org/
https://www.stjstr.org/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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The Christian in the World
From an Unknown Author

to Diognetus

www.vatican.va

"Christians are indistinguishable from other men either by
nationality, language or customs. They do not inhabit
separate cities of their own, or speak a strange dialect, or
follow some outlandish way of life. Their teaching is not
based upon reveries inspired by the curiosity of men. Unlike
some other people, they champion no purely human doctrine.
With regard to dress, food and manner of life in general, they
follow the customs of whatever city they happen to be living
in, whether it is Greek or foreign.
And yet there is something extraordinary about their lives.
They live in their own countries as though they were only
passing through. They play their full role as citizens, but
labor under all the disabilities of aliens. Any country can be
their homeland, but for them their homeland, wherever it may
be, is a foreign country. Like others, they marry and have
children, but they do not expose them. They share their
meals, but not their wives.
They live in the flesh, but they are not governed by the
desires of the flesh. They pass their days upon earth, but they
are citizens of heaven. Obedient to the laws, they yet live on
a level that transcends the law. Christians love all men, but
all men persecute them. Condemned because they are not
understood, they are put to death, but raised to life again.
They live in poverty, but enrich many; they are totally
destitute, but possess an abundance of everything. They
suffer dishonor, but that is their glory. They are defamed, but
vindicated. A blessing is their answer to abuse, deference
their response to insult. For the good they do they receive the
punishment of malefactors, but even then they, rejoice, as
though receiving the gift of life. They are attacked by the
Jews as aliens, they are persecuted by the Greeks, yet no one
can explain the reason for this hatred.
To speak in general terms, we may say that the Christian is
to the world what the soul is to the body. As the soul is
present in every part of the body, while remaining distinct
from it, so Christians are found in all the cities of the world,
but cannot be identified with the world. As the visible body
contains the invisible soul, so Christians are seen living in the
world, but their religious life remains unseen. The body hates
the soul and wars against it, not because of any injury the soul
has done it, but because of the restriction the soul places on
its pleasures. Similarly, the world hates the Christians, not
because they have done it any wrong, but because they are
opposed to its enjoyments.
Christians love those who hate them just as the soul loves the
body and all its members despite the body's hatred. It is by
the soul, enclosed within the body, that the body is held
together, and similarly, it is by the Christians, detained in the
world as in a prison, that the world is held together. The soul,
though immortal, has a mortal dwelling place; and Christians

also live for a time amidst perishable things, while
awaiting the freedom from change and decay that will be
theirs in heaven. As the soul benefits from the deprivation
of food and drink, so Christians flourish under
persecution. Such is the Christian’s lofty and divinely
appointed function, from which he is not permitted to
excuse himself.”

Monday, May 18:
 Adoration ~ 8:30 am -7:30 pm
 Christ Home Communion Mass ~ 2:30 pm
 Rosary ~ 7:30 pm
Wednesday, May 19:
 Children Choir Practice ~ 5:30 pm
 Catholic in Recovery ~ 7:00 pm
 Adult Choir Practice ~ 7:30 pm
Thursday, May 20:
 Charismatic Prayer Group ~ 7:00 pm

View�this�bulletin�online�at�www.DiscoverMass.com

http://www.vatican.va/
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Saturday May 16
4:00 pm William J. Holman

Sunday May 17
7:30 am The People of the Parish
9:30 am Maureen Hogan & Joseph Vizza
11:30 am Gloria Farrell

Monday 8:00 am Gerald Cavanaugh
Tuesday 8:00 am Deceased Members of the

Dziedzic & Dundas Families.
Wednesday 8:00 am John Keenan
Thursday 8:00 am Elmer O’Brien
Friday 8:00 am James & Doris Pellegrino
Saturday 8:00 am Catherine Purtell
Saturday May 23

4:00 pm Jack Ford
Sunday May 24

7:30 am Raymond Generale
9:30 am Jack McErlean
11:30 am The People of the Parish

MMoonnddaayy EExxppoossiittiioonn ooff tthhee BBlleesssseedd
SSaaccrraammeenntt wwiillll bbee ssuussppeennddeedd ffoorr

tthhee ssuummmmeerr ffrroomm
MMaayy 2255 -- SSeepptteemmbbeerr 77..

TThhee CChhuurrcchh wwiillll rreemmaaiinn ooppeenn ffrroomm
DDaaiillyy MMaassss uunnttiill 33::3300 PPMM oonn

wweeeekkddaayyss ffoorr eevveerryyoonnee wwiisshhiinngg ttoo
mmaakkee aa vviissiitt

Rosary News
For the summer months of June,
July and August, the Rosary will

only be held First Mondays (June 1, July 6, &
August 3) at 7:30 PM. Will resume back after
Labor Day.

If you would like to add the name of someone currently on active
duty, please notify the parish office at sjc18976@verizon.net:

Name of Person, Branch of Service, and
the name/contact information for requesting individual.

Names remain on the list while individuals are actively serving
and are removed at the family’s request. Submit names only with
the service member’s consent.
Thank you for helping us support our brothers and sisters in
uniform with the power of prayer.

Please Pray
for Our Troops

CCaapptt.. DDaanniieell CCaarrrroollll –– UU..SS.. AArrmmyy
CChh..//MMaajj.. SStteepphheenn MMccDDeerrmmootttt –– UU..SS.. AArrmmyy

SSggtt.. MMaajj.. TTiimm SSnnyyddeerr –– UU..SS.. AArrmmyy
SSrr.. CChhiieeff GGrreeggoorryy TThhoommppssoonn –– UU..SS.. NNaavvyy

Please pray for those who are ill, especially:

Paula Bielecki
Lillian Cannon
Deborah Ciavola
Josh Craft
Baby Duval Dougherty
Joseph Farina
Maria Figueroa
Robert Fisher
Anne Gabbamonte
Catherine Gaida
Jim Gordon
Paul Han
Ellen Hart
Dee Hottinger
Emery Kutney

Irene Lennon
Dominic Lightcap
Dennis Matlack
Patricia McCloskey
Dave McKay
Joseph McNamara
Moira Merritt
Suzi Molz
Laura Nardone
Charles Neary
Gertrude Nelson
Lilla Palfy
Mariann Perez
Michael K. Pham
Sarah Rank

Joseph Ranweiler
Michael Tashjian
William Sparke
Stanley Travis, III
Patricia True
Jack Wilhelm
Joan Winterborne
Edward White

Let us Remember and
Pray for Our Dead

Patricia Rigney

View�this�bulletin�online�at�www.DiscoverMass.com



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       2026                     2025__   
     May 10        May 11 
Envelopes  $   6,978.00      $  6,643.00 

Online Giving  $   3,573.00      $  2,902.99 

Total             $  10,551.00      $  9,545.99 

 

St. Joseph Church is NOW offering Parish Giving. 
Parish Giving offers a simple and secure way to 
support St. Joseph Church through online donations.  

Please visit our website  
www.saintjosephchurch.us 

and click on Parish Giving for more  
information.  

ST.�ANDREW�CATHOLIC�CHURCH�–�NEWTOWN,�PA�

View�this�bulletin�online�at�www.DiscoverMass.com

http://www.saintjosephchurch.us/
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DesignerOfSmiles.com

Huntingdon Valley, PA
215.947.4111

Steven�C�Bunting�DDS
ADAM�R�Stefanowicz�DMD

6�Years

ADVERTISE�HERE

Promote�your�Business�
AND�support�your�Parish.

Give�us�a�call!
800-994-9817

©2025�Diocesan View�Our�Parish�Supporters�at�www.DiscoverMass.com

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=34660126
http://myParishApp.com

