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Founded June 16, 1922

MAKING CHRIST A REALITY IN THE COMMUNITY IN WHICH WE LIVE
Rev. Michael J. Pawelko

Pastor:

School:

Principal:

Religious Education:
PREP Office:

Music Director:

850 Euclid Avenue, Warrington
Mrs. Jennifer Durkin

Mrs. Danielle Staffieri
215-672-3020

Mrs. Maria Lennon

mariaalennon@gmail.com

WEBSITE: www.saintjosephchurch.us

RECTORY: 215-672-3020 (9 a.m. - 4 p.m. Mon. - Thur.) (9 a.m. -3 p.m. Fri.)
EMAIL: sjc18976@verizon.net
SCHOOL: 215-343-5100

MASS SCHEDULE:
Mass Schedule:

Daily Mass (Mon.-Sat.) 8:00 a.m.
Saturday Vigil Mass ~ 4:00 p.m.
Sunday Masses 7:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.

& 11:30 am.

Holy Day Masses:

8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

(Christmas and New Year’s have special schedules)

CONFESSIONS: Saturdays: 8:30 a.m. — 9:00 a.m.

& 3:00 p.m.—3:45 p.m.

MASS FOR SHUT-INS:

TV - Sunday, 5:30 a.m. WPVI Channel 6,
Daily & Sunday, 8:00 a.m. EWTN

BAPTISMS: Parents should make arrangements with the

Pastor at least one month before the requested date.
Bantism is usually celebrated on Sundays at 12:30 pm
(following 11:30 am Mass). Please contact Rev.
Michael J. Pawelko for Pre-Jordan preparations.
Godparents must be practicing the faith and present a
Letter of Eligibility from their parish. No date can be set
for baptism until parents have fulfilled these
responsibilities.

MATRIMONY: To set a date for a wedding,

couples must make an appointment at the
Rectory at least 6 months prior to the wedding
date. Weddings can be scheduled for most
Saturdays, at 12:00 Noon or 2:00 p.m., or on
Friday afternoons.

SICK CALLS: Phone the Rectory,

215-672-3020.

REGISTRATION: All Catholics who live

within the parish boundaries should register.
Boundaries: South of Street Road from Lower
State Rd., to Norristown Rd., to County Line,
to Blair Mill Rd., to Moreland Rd., to Maple
Ave., to Horsham Rd., to Limekiln Pike, to
Lower State Rd. & back to Street Road.

If you are not registered, we cannot serve you
in ways that require us to know you. Please
call the Rectory (215-672-3020.) We will
welcome you as part of our community of
faith.

PARISH ACTIVITIES: Catholic Youth
Organization, PREP  (Parish  Religious
Education Program), Choir (Adult and

Children’s), Home & School Association,
Men’s Group, Rosary, Respect Life
Committee, OCIA, Catholic in Recovery,
Women’s Group, Charismatic Prayer Group,
Hospitality, Hope Committee, Health & Help
Ministry, St. Vincent de Paul Society, Legion
of Mary.


mailto:mariaalennon@gmail.com

Welcome & Refreshments

Reflection by Msgr. Magee

Break & Lunch

Holy Hour (Church) Retreat Master:

Reflections by Msgr. Magee (Church) Rev. Msgr. Michael Magee

Benediction (Church) St. Charles Seminary
Ambler, PA

The Parish Lenten Day of Reflection is FREE, but need to register for Lunch

by February 16"
Call or Email the Parish Office
(215) 672-3020 | sjic18976(@verizon.net

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Fathor Pawolks

My Dear Parishioners,

On this last Sunday of Ordinary Time before the start of Lent,
we continue our journey through the Sermon on the Mount. The
Church, in her wisdom, also continues to give us readings from
the Old Testament that show the uniformity of God’s loving
message to us.

Our First Reading from the Book of Sirach reminds us that
the Law of Moses is actually a gift. It is a gift because life and
salvation come through living God’s Moral Law.

The Book of Sirach was composed about 200 years before the
birth of Jesus. It was originally written in Hebrew and then later
translated into Greek. The Book has come down to us under
many different titles, such as “the Wisdom of Sirach,” “the
Instruction of Ben Sirach,” “the Book of Jesus, Son of Sirach,”
and the Latin title “Ecclesiasticus.”

At this time in history, Israel was ruled by Greeks,
descendants of the generals of Alexander the Great. These Greek
rulers were trying to impose Greek culture and pagan religion
upon the Jewish people.

In response, the author of Sirach affirms that true wisdom
comes from God alone and that it is only by learning the Wisdom
of God, and then learning to love the Wisdom of God, that we
can come to true knowledge and right reasoning: Happy are
those who meditate on wisdom and who reason intelligently, who
reflect in their hearts on her ways and ponder her secrets,
pursuing her like a hunter and lying in wait on her paths; who
peer through her windows and listen at her doors; who camp
near her house and fasten their tent pegs to her walls; who pitch
their tents near her and so occupy an excellent lodging place;
who place their children under her shelter and lodge under her
boughs; who are sheltered by her from the heat and dwell in the
midst of her glory.

Whoever fears the Lord will do this, and whoever holds to the
law will obtain wisdom. They will come to meet him like a
mother, and like a young bride she will welcome him. She will
feed him with the bread of understanding and give him the water
of wisdom to drink. He will lean on her and not fall, and he will
rely on her and not be put to shame. She will exalt him above
his neighbors and will open his mouth in the midst of the
assembly. Gladness and a crown of rejoicing and an everlasting
name he will inherit. The foolish will not obtain her, and sinners
will not see her. She is far from arrogance, and liars will never
think of her. Praise is unseemly on the lips of a sinner, for it has
not been sent from the Lord. For in wisdom must praise be
uttered, and the Lord will make it prosper (Book of Sirach: 14:
20-15: 10)

We notice that happiness is the main reward for embracing
and loving and living God’s Moral Law. By living and loving
the Moral Law, we gain an interior happiness that no one in this
world can take away from us, and we stay on the path of reaching
the fullness of happiness in Heaven.

This is why Our Blessed Savior does not replace what has
already been given to us but affirms that the Moral Law is for
our own good: Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law
and the Prophets. [ have come not to abolish but to fulfill.

Our Blessed Savior then warns us not to follow the example
of the Scribes and the Pharisees. This is because the Scribes and
the Pharisees were too busy looking for “loopholes” in the Law
and not embracing the Law as a gift from God. So, Jesus warns
us not to look for loopholes in God’s Law but to embrace the
Moral Law and live it to the fullest: [ tell you, unless your
righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and the Pharisees,
you will not enter the kingdom of Heaven.

Sadly, in today’s world there are so many mixed messages
about what is “good and what is “bad.” Sadly, the devil is behind
so much of this confusion. Sadly, people continue to fall for the
devil’s evil tricks and buy into the lies.

Thankfully, the Moral Law of God is clear and concrete and
unchanging! It teaches us what is actually good and what is
actually evil. With this gift, we can then learn to grow in virtue
and avoid sin. Thus, embracing the Moral Law keeps us on the
path to Heaven and keeps us from suffering the loss of Heaven
the pains of Hell.

God Our Father is so good! Jesus is so good! The Holy Spirit
is so good! We thank God for the gift of the Commandments
and the Beatitudes and for giving us a path to everlasting
happiness and to Heaven. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning is now, and ever
shall be, world without end, Amen!

It is hard to believe but Ash Wednesday is this week. Please
see our schedule for Ash Wednesday and for Stations of the
Cross.

Also please sign up for our Lenten Day of Reflection.
Visitors from other parishes are most welcome. We do ask you
to sign up so that we can get a count for lunch.

In preparation for Ash Wednesday and Lent, I have included
a very interesting article on the history, Scriptural origins, and
purpose of Ash Wednesday and Lent. I hope you enjoy it.

St. Joseph, Patron of the Church, and our Patron, pray for us!
Fr. Michael J Pawelko, Pastor
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Bdedle

s Mass with distribution of Ashes
FpRs. 8:00 AM | 12:00 PM | 7:00 PM

FEBRUARY

18 2026

Liturgy of the Word Service
with distribution of Ashes
4:30 PM
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Ash Wednesday’s Significance
by D.D. Emmons | December 4, 2023

www.simplycatholic.com

Among the beautiful, meaningful and solemn ceremonies of the Catholic
Church is the gathering of the faithful on Ash Wednesday.

This special day begins our Lenten journey. It is the start of 40 days of
prayer, penance and almsgiving as we prepare ourselves to celebrate the
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ on Easter Sunday. But why does
Lent begin on a Wednesday, and what is the significance of ashes?
Ash Wednesday was added to the liturgical calendar well after the 40-
day penitential season of Lent became the norm throughout the Latin
Church. Lent, in turn, was universally established only after the early
Church sorted out the date of Easter. The issue was clarified at the
famous Council of Nicaea in 325 where “all the Churches agreed that
Easter, the Christian Passover, should be celebrated on the Sunday
following the first full moon (14 Nisan) after the vernal equinox”
(Catechism of the Catholic Church, No. 1170). The vernal (spring)
equinox generally falls on March 21, thus the date of Easter in the
Western Church can occur anytime between March 22 and April 25.

Lent in the Early Church

The word Lent is from an Old English term meaning springtime, and by
the second century the term was being used to describe the period of
individual fasting, almsgiving and prayer in preparation for Easter.
Among the Christians of the first three centuries, only those aspiring for
baptism — the catechumens — observed a defined period of
preparation, and that time lasted only two or three days. The idea of
Lent being 40 days in length evolved over the next few centuries, and it
is difficult to establish the precise time as to when it began. Among the
canons issued by the Council of Nicaea, the Church leaders, in Canon
Five, made reference to Lent: “and let these synods be held, the one
before Lent that the pure gift may be offered to God after all bitterness
has been put away, and let the second be held about autumn.” The
language of this canon seems to validate that Lent, in some fashion, had
by the fourth century been established and accepted by the Church.
While the exact timing and extent of Lent both before and after the
Nicaea council is unclear, what is clear from historical documents is that
Christians did celebrate a season of Lent to prepare themselves for
Resurrection Sunday and used a variety of ways to do so.

That Lent evolved into a period of 40 days in length is not surprising as
there are numerous biblical events that also involved 40 days. Moses
was on Mount Sinai receiving instructions from God for that number of
days (see Ex 24:18); Noah and his entourage were on the Ark waiting
for the rains to end for 40 days and 40 nights (Gn 7:4); and Elijah
“walked forty days and forty nights to the mountain of God, Horeb” (1
Kgs 19:8). Mostly, though, the 40 days of Lent identifies with the time
our Lord Jesus spent in the desert fasting, praying and being tempted by
the devil (Mt 4:1-11). “By the solemn forty days of Lent the Church
unites herself each year to the mystery of Jesus in the desert”
(Catechism, No. 540).

There is, therefore, evidence that by the end of the fourth century
Christians were participating in a 40-day Lent before Easter. The
dilemma now became how to count the 40 days. In the Latin Church,
six weeks were used to identify the Lenten period, but you didn’t fast
on Sundays, so six Sundays were subtracted and there remained only 36
fasting days. In the early seventh century, St. Pope Gregory I the Great
(r. 590-604) resolved this situation by adding as fast days the
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday before the first Sunday of
Lent. Thus the Lenten 40-day fast, or the Great Fast as it was known,
would begin on a Wednesday.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

Initially, people fasted all 40 days of Lent. They ate one meal a day
and only an amount of food that would sustain survival. But the
Church taught, and people believed (then as now), that fasting is not
about what we eat, it is about changing hearts, interior conversion,
reconciliation with God and others. It’s about living in an austere
way, giving from our abundance to the poor. St. John Chrysostom
(347-409) explained it this way: “Do you fast? Give me proof of it by
your works!... If you see a poor man, take pity on him! If you see an
enemy, be reconciled to him! If you see a friend gaining honour, envy
him not! If you see a handsome woman, pass her by!” (Homily on the
Statutes, II1.11).

Ashes

The Church has long used ashes as an outward sign of grief, a mark
of humility, mourning, penance and morality. The Old Testament is
filled with stories describing the use of ashes in such a manner. In the
Book of Job, Job repented before God: “Therefore, I disown what I
have said, and repent in dust and ashes” (42:6). Daniel “turned to the
Lord God, to seek help, in prayer and petition, with fasting, sackcloth,
and ashes” (Dn 9:3). Jonah preached conversion and repentance to
the people of Nineveh: “When the news reached the king of Nineveh,
he rose from his throne, laid aside his robe, covered himself with
sackcloth, and sat in the ashes” (Jon 3:6). And the Maccabees army
prepared for battle: “That day they fasted and wore sackcloth; they
sprinkled ashes on their heads and tore their garments” (1 Mc 3:47).
Ashes were imposed on the early catechumens when they began their
preparation time for baptism. Confessed sinners of that era were also
marked with ashes as part of the public penitential process. Other
baptized Christians began asking to receive ashes in a manner similar
to catechumens and penitents. Christian men had ashes sprinkled on
their heads while ashes were used to trace the cross on the forehead
of women. Thus the use of ashes as the sign of penance, in readiness
for Easter, was becoming a Churchwide practice.

During the papacy of St. Gregory the Great, the practice was further
expanded and is mentioned in the sixth-century Gregorian
Sacramentary. Around the year 1000, Abbot Aelfric of the monastery
of Eynsham, England, wrote: “We read in the books both in the Old
Law and in the new that men who repented of their sins bestowed on
themselves with ashes and clothed their bodies with sackcloth. Now
let us do this little at the beginning of our Lent, that we strew ashes
upon our heads, to signify that we ought to repent of our sins during
the Lenten feast” (“Aelfric’s Lives of Saints,” 1881, p. 263). This
same rite of distributing ashes on the Wednesday that begins Lent
was recommended for universal use by Pope Urban II at the Synod
of Benevento in 1091.

So, when we go to that early Mass on Ash Wednesday morning and
receive the blessed ashes on our forehead, we are repeating a somber,
pious act that Catholics have been undergoing for over 1,500 years.
As “The Liturgical Year, Septuagesima,” by Abbot Gueranger,
0O.S.B., written in the middle decades of the 1800s, puts it: “We are
entering, today, upon a long campaign of the warfare spoke of by the
apostles: forty days of battle, forty days of penance. We shall not turn
cowards, if our souls can but be impressed with the conviction that
the battle and the penance must be gone through. Let us listen to the
eloquence of the solemn rite which opens our Lent. Let us go whither
our mother leads us, that is, to the scene of the fall.”

Like all those before us, we unhesitatingly embrace this invitation to
sanctity, this time to turn away from sin. We are part of that great
cloud of witnesses who through all the ages have donned the ashes,
publicly acknowledging that we are Christians, Christians who have
sinned and seek to repent. We acknowledge that “we are dust and to
dust we shall return.”
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3 St. Joseph Church & %
= Parish Religious Education =y St. Joseph / St. Robert School Update
Program News/Updates \
Mrs. Danielle Stafferi, Coordinator Mrs. Jennifer Durkin ~ Principal
Stjosephccd.warrington@yahoo.com 850 Euclid Avenue, Warrington, PA
Tuesdays ~ 6:00 - 7:15 PM (215) 343-5100 | www.sistr.org
TUESDAY, February 17 All grades in session. Spend the Day Exploring
WEDNESDAY, February 18 Ash Wednesday o, St. Joseph/St. Robert School
Beginning of Lent. £ “ Interested Students Entering

TUESDAY, February 24 All grades in session. ’% = g 1st to 7th Grades
“m. Tuesday, February 17,2026

Students will be paired with a grade buddy and
experience an exciting day at SJR.

Registration Required

Reminder: [f public schools are closed due to
inclement weather, PREP will also be canceled. If
you have provided us with your Email address, we
will notify you via Email.

Grants & Scholarships Available

ANYJREGISTRATION/ARTERIREGISTRATION CLUSES,
WILLBECHARGEDIAIS SO|LATE FEE

Tl\mkmg of kindergarten for your child?
Come see wko\t mqkes our qlf o|o\5 & full olqg 50 sPecwﬂ' -

meet our tedchers - exFiure our cldssrooms « experience the oy of‘ Ieaurmn.g

Registev now online at www.sthtv.urg -~
o call 215-343-5100 g
850 Euclid Ave. Wartington, PA 18976 e

St. Joseph/St. Robert School does not discriminate in
admissions or hiring based on race, color, religious creed,
disability, ancestry, national origin, age, or sex.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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February 15. 2026

Mon: Jss 1:1-11; Mk 8:11-13

Tues: Jss 1:12-18 ; Mk 8:14-21

Wed: 2 Cor 5:20-6:2; Mk 6:1-6, 16-18

Thurs: Dt 30:15-20; Lk 9:22-25

Fri: 1Is 58:1-9a; Mk 9:14-15

Sat: Is 58:9b-14; Lk 5:27-32

Sun: Gn 2:7-9, 3:1-7; Rom 5:12-19 or 5:12, 17-19; Mt 4:1-11

Please Pray For Those Who Are 1l

Paula Bielecki, Lillian Cannon, Deborah Ciavola, Josh Crafft,
Robert Fisher, Jim Gordon, Paul Han, Dee Hottinger, Emery
Kutney, Dolores Krysztopowicz, Irene Lennon, Dominic Lightcap,
Patricia McCloskey, Dave McKay, Joseph McNamara, Moira
Merritt, Suzi Molz, Laura Masorli Nardone, Gertrude Nelson, Lilla
Palfy, Michael K. Pham, Sarah Rank, Joseph Ranweiler, Michael
Tashjian, Gino, Theresa, Dean, & Rick Romaniello, William
Sparke, Rob Skalski, Stanley Travis, III, Patricia True, Jack
Wilhelm, Joan Winterborne, Edward White, John Zerbe.

Saturday Feb. 14
4:00 pm George Snyder
Sunday Feb. 15
7:30 am Doris Pellegrino — 3 Anniv.
9:30 am People of the Parish
11:30 am Bill Hogan
Monday 8:00 am Helen & William Santarlasci
Tuesday 8:00 am Rita Carsley
Wednesday 8:00 am Donna Schwoyer
12:00 pm Michael Ricciardi
7:00 pm People of the Parish
Thursday  8:00 am Mr. Ted Marchese
Friday 8:00 am Mathai Varkey
Saturday 8:00 am Linda Generale
Saturday Feb. 21
4:00 pm John Ford
Sunday Feb. 22
7:30 am Alice Molly
9:30 am Jerry A. Shields, Jr.
11:30 am People of the Parish

Let us Remember and Pray for Our Dead
Art McLaughlin, Alice Spencer,
Rita Dowzicky, John Merritt,
and Christine Davis

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Monday, February 16:

o Adoration ~8:30 am -7:30 pm

e Rosary~ 7:30 pm

Tuesday, February 17:

e PREP~6:00 pm

Wednesday, February 18:

o Mass @ Christ Home ~ 2:00 pm
e Catholic in Recovery ~ 7:00 pm
Thursday, February 19:

o  Children’s Choir Practice ~ 5:15 pm — 6:30 pm
o OCIA~7:00 pm (Room 18)

o Charismatic Prayer Group ~ 7:00 pm

Friday, February 20:

o Stations of the Cross + Benediction ~ 7:30 pm
Saturday, February 21:

e Parish Lenten Day of Reflection ~ 10:30 am (Church
Hall)



EPansh“Y (5iving Weekly Offerings
) ) ) . o Ras— .~
St. Joseph Church is NOW offering Parish Giving. _ 2026
Parish Giving offers a simple and secure way to support
St. Joseph Church through online donations using your _
credit/debit card or bank account—much like paying a
monthly ~ bill. Please visit our website at

www.saintjosephchurch.us and click on Parish Giving for 10.592 21
more information. $10,197.56

LENTEN SCHEDULE 2026

!

i
Gridays Haturdays (Haturdays Hlaturday
Stations of Morning Afternoon Last

the Cross Confessions Confessions Confessions
&v

Benediction

Time: 7:30 PM

Times: Times: Times:
8:30-9:00 AM 3:00-3:145 PM 8:30-9:30 AM

2:45-3:45 PM
FEB. 20 ~ EEE 21~ FEB. 21 ~

APR. 3 MAR. 21 MAR. 21 MAR. 28

THE DECKER FUNERAL HOME

Pre-Arrangements Available
216 York Road, Warminster Serving St. Joseph Parish 675-2070

Kevin Fullam, Realtor / Parishioner

Office: (215) 526-2920

Cell: (215) 901-9005
kevin.fullam@foxroach.com
Southampton Home Marketing Center

1122 Street Road, Ste. 102

Southampton, PA 18966
BERKSHIRE | Fox & Roach, i 7
HATHAWAY | REALTORS' r/

HomeServices License: RS338737

jii% IN LOVING LOUIS SWIFT PLUNKETT FUNERAL HOME

AR} MEMORY OF 529 N. York Rd. 672-6262
Richard Gutknecht Louis S. Plunkett ( A Member of St. John Bosco) Jeff Plunkett ( Member of Nativity Parish)

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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You are invited to help support our Parish!

&* 1(\ For opportunities to advertise,

please call 800-994-9817

P.U.C. #A00116219

1.C.C. #368703C
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Llcensed & Insured Local & Long Distance

« Licensed Piano Movers BEST OF

. ExFen Antique & Art Movin PHILLY
Full 2006

Packing & Unpacking Services
. Famllg Owned & Operated for over 45 years

+ One Piece to Entire House « We Sell Movmdg Supplies L°°2‘OB"6" ver
;I/I State of the /}‘n BSanlglz?:d Climate Controlled Storage Facilities T Mast J .
I 1] ony Mastrocco Jr.
R emer ok o™ v thholchatch.com/goPA
Moving Specialists Phone: 215-444-9330
John Spognardi, Broker/Owner
! RF/M Hall of Fame Club / Platinum Club ADVERTISE H ERE
x 7. Signature 1214 Easton Road, Suite 100, Warrington, PA 18976
A . . .
\m\ms Office: 215.343.9950 Prom r Busin ive us a call!
E?’t . Cell: 215-431-8282 Fax: 215.343.9963 A"?D ote you us Pes_s h 860099954 QCS'I
WWW. johnspongnardl.com @ m Each Office Independently Owned and Operated SUPPOI't yOUI’ arisn. - - 7

A.Groh Schneider, ED. Schneider Funeral Home  215.672.0660
Over 150 Years Of Service www.schneiderfuneralhome.net 431 N.York Rd., Hatboro

Get this bulletin @
w‘o emailed to you %@g{%”k

every week’ Donuts ¢ Muffins * Brownies

Wholesale Discounts
To Your Organization

$59UISNg/WO02'UesSed0ld I8 BUIUO  /186-766-008-1 @sieApy ol « NV STOOIJd

® VSIA

STEVEN C BUNTING DDS

ADAM R STEFANOWICZ DMD
Huntingdon Valley, PA
215.947.4111

Simply go to

ssaucoal
ErEnY

+ 500 W. Street Rd. Plumbing ¢ Heating * AC
www.DM.CHURCH/3466 : (at Norwood Rd.) Repair and Installation
e | 215-441-4477 N e el
T - - = ol nd
... 01 Scan » Ok VA ... || Water Heater Installations |E
$1.00 Off Dozen Donuts |{f A B 24/7 Emergency Services 8
°X° DI S C O\/E RMAS S or 6 Muffins/Brownies

With This Ad === =4S www.billfrusco.com

Consider Remembering
Your Parish in
Your Will

For further information, please call the parish office. myPaHSh Available for Apple and"Android

www.myParlshApp.com

The PBusinesses listed abiove makie this bulletin paossible.

Please support them when you can.

Sign up to get our bulletin in your email each week. Go to DiscoverMass.com/subscribe
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