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ADVENT & CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE
Christmas Mass Schedule

—

Christmas Eve, Wednesday, December 24

4:00 PM Christmas Vigil Mass
6:00 PM Christmas Vigil Mass
12:00 Midnight Mass

Christmas Day, Thursday, December 25
Masses: 7:30,9:30, and 11:30 AM

New Year’s Eve, Wednesday, December 31
Vigil Mass — 4:00 PM

New Year’s Day, Thursday, January 1, 2026

Masses: 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM

A U8 U8 8 8 L L L L Ll L L L e e e e e
LU U8 U8 L8 8 i Ll Ll Ll Ll Ll L Ll Ll L L e e e e e

e e B e e B e e B B B e e B B B



- Z-=-2>0

1795 Columbia Avenue, Warrington, PA 18976

MAKING CHRIST A REALITY IN THE COMMUNITY IN WHICH WE LIVE

Pastor: Rev. Michael J. Pawelko
School: 850 Euclid Avenue, Warrington
Principal: Mrs. Jennifer Durkin

Religious Education:  Mrs. Danielle Staffieri

PREP Office: 215-672-3020

Music Director: Mrs. Maria Lennon

mariaalennon@gmail.com

WEBSITE: www.saintjosephchurch.us
RECTORY: 215-672-3020 (9 a.m. - 4 p.m. Mon. - Thur.) (9 a.m. -3 p.m. Fri.)
EMAIL: sjc18976(@verizon.net
SCHOOL: 215-343-5100
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MASS SCHEDULE: MATRIMONY: To set a date for a wedding,
Mass Schedule: couples must make an appointment at the
Daily Mass (Mon.-Sat.) 8:00 a.m. Rectory at least 6 months prior to the wedding
Saturday Vigil Mass ~ 4:00 p.m. date. Weddings can be scheduled for most

Sunday Masses 7:30 a.m. Saturdays, at 12:00 Noon or 2:00 p.m., or on

9:30 a.m. Friday afternoons.
& 11:30 a.m. SICK CALLS: Phone the Rectory,
Holy Day Masses 5:30 p.m. (eve of Holy Day) 215-672-3020.

8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. REGISTRATION: All Catholics who live

within the parish boundaries should register.

Boundaries: South of Street Road from Lower

State Rd., to Norristown Rd., to County Line,

CONFESSIONS: Saturdays: 8:30 a.m. — 9:00 a.m. to Blair Mill Rd., to Moreland Rd., to Maple
& 3:00 p.m. —3:45 p.m. Ave., to Horsham Rd., to Limekiln Pike, to

Lower State Rd. & back to Street Road.

If you are not registered, we cannot serve you

(Christmas and New Year’s have special schedules)

MASS FOR SHUT-INS: in ways which require us to know you. Please
TV - Sunday, 5:30 a.m. WPVI Channel 6, call the Rectory (215-672-3020.) We will
Daily & Sunday, 8:00 a.m. EWTN welcome you as part of our community of

faith.
BAPTISMS: Parents should make arrangements with the PARISH ~ ACTIVITIES: Catholic ~ Youth
Pastor at least one month before the requested date. Organization, PREP  (Parish  Religious

Baptism is usually celebrated on Sundays at 12:30 pm  Education  Program), ~Choir (Adult and
(following 11:30 am Mass). Please contact Rev.  Children’s), Home & School Association,
Michael J. Pawelko for Pre-Jordan preparations. Men’s  Group, Rosary,  Respect Life
Godparents must be practicing the faith and present a ~ Committee, th? of Christian Initiation of
Letter of Eligibility from their parish. No date canbe set ~ Adults, Women’s Group, Charismatic Prayer

for banti til ts h fulfilled  th Group, Hqspitality, Hope Committee, Hgalth
rg;ponsait‘t))illsigles. i parss have e & Help Ministry, St. Vincent de Paul Society,

Legion of Mary.
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From the Desk of Fr. Pawelko Masses For The Week
My Dear Parishioners, Saturday Dec. 20

For most of us, our most treasured Christmas 4:00pm Rita Carsley
decoration is our Nativity Scene. Our Nativity Scenes give Sunday Dec. 21
beauty to our homes and brings back good memories. Yet, 7:30am The People of the Parish
they are so much more than a decoration. They are in fact 9:30am Alba Thompson
Christian Art. They bring back the memory of that very first 11:30am Joy Soria (Birthday)
Christmas. They bring to life the Gospel passages about the Monday 8:00am Aiden Brandt
Nativity, making those passages real to us. Tuesday 8:00am Dr. Louis Cerritelli

They also provide the opportunity to contemplate Wednesday  8:00am Thomas J. Ambolino
the joy of that very first Christmas, and to contemplate what 4:00pm Celebrant’s Intentions
the Nativity means in our lives today. When I contemplate 6:00pm Celebrant’s Intentions
on the Nativity on my fireplace mantle, I can’t help but feel 12:00m Celebrant’s Intentions
the joy of that very first Christmas, joy that always warms Thursday 7:30am Celebrant’s Intentions
my heart and makes me smile. 9:30am Celebrant’s Intentions

I am looking forward to again seeing our beautiful 11:30am Celebrant’s Intentions
Nativity Scene in church and having that opportunity to Friday 8:00am James Pellegrino
contemplate the joy of Christmas as a parish family. In Saturday 8:00am Raymond Generale
advance, I thank all of our elves who will be helping this Dec. 27
week with the decorating and cleaning of the church in T()mn Janet Brasch Jones
preparation for Christmas, and please remember, you bring Sunday Dec. 28
a lot of joy to a lot of people. "7:30am Thanksgiving

I have provided a Home Nativity Scene Blessing in 9:30am  For the People of the Parish
this letter along with a little reflection on St. Joseph by 11:30am  Alma Mongelluzzo

Bishop James Conley of the Diocese of Lincoln.

Our Christmas schedule is published on the front
page of the bulletin this week. Christmas Eve Masses are at
4:00 and 6:00PM. Christmas Day Masses are at Midnight,
7:30, 9:30, and 11:30AM.

I know that our choirs, cantors, and musicians have
been hard at work preparing for our Christmas Masses. 1|
thank all the members of our music ministry for the joy that
will be adding to our celebrations.

St. Joseph, Foster Father of Jesus and Protector of the Holy
Family, pray for us!
Fr. Michael J Pawelko, Pastor

Home Blessing of a Nativity Scene

From the United States Council of Catholic Bishops

When the manger is set up in the home, it is appropriate that it be
blessed by a parent or another family member.

All make the sign of the cross as the leader says:

Our help is in the name of the Lord.

R/. Who made heaven and Earth.

One of those present or the leader reads the Nativity Story from
the Gospel according to St. Luke (2: 1-20)

In those days, a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that the
whole world should be enrolled. This was the first enrollment,
when Quirinius was governor of Syria. So all went to be enrolled,
each to his own town.

And Joseph too went up from Galilee from the town of Nazareth
to Judea, to the city of David that is called Bethlehem, because he
was of the house and family of David, to be enrolled with Mary,
his betrothed, who was with child.

While they were there, the time came for her to have her child,
and she gave birth to her firstborn son. (Continued on Page 4)

Please Pray For Those Who Are 11l
Paula Bielecki, Lillian Cannon, Deborah Ciavola, Josh
Craft, Robert Fisher, Rosemarie Generale, Jim Gordon,
Paul Han, Dee Hottinger, Emery Kutney, Dolores
Krysztopowicz, Irene Lennon, Dominic Lightcap, Patricia
McCloskey, Dave McKay, Art McLaughlin, Joseph
McNamara, John Merritt, Moira Merritt, Suzi Molz, Laura
Masorli Nardone, Gertrude Nelson, Michael K. Pham,
Patricia Picciocchi, Sarah Rank, Joseph Ranweiler, Michael
Tashjian, Gino, Theresa, Dean, & Rick Romaniello, William
Sparke, Rob Skalski, Stanley Travis, III, Patricia True, Jack
Wilhelm, Joan Winterborne, Edward White, John Zerbe.

Let us Remember and Pray for Our Dead
Rosemarie Generale, Joseph McNamara
and Frankie Pacitti

This Week In Our Parish

Monday, December 22
*Adoration -8:30am — 7:30pm — Church
*Mass (@ Luther Woods — 2:00 pm
*Communion Service/Rosary @ Christ Home — 2:30pm
*Men’s Group — 7:30 pm - Room 18
*Rosary — 7:30pm - Church
Wednesday, December 24
*Office and Rectory — CLOSED
Thursday, December 25
*Office and Rectory — CLOSED

Friday, December 26
*Office and Rectory — CLOSED

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Fourth Sunday of Advent

Page 4

Readings for The Week

Mon: 1Sm 1:24-28; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd; Lk 1:46-56

Tues: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24; Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and 14; Lk 1:57-66
Wed: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 144, 16; Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27 and 29; Lk
1:67-79

Thurs: Vigil Mass: 1s 62:1-5; Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29; Acts
13:16-17, 22-25; Mt 1:1-25 or Mt 1:18-25

Mass during the Night: 1s 9:1-6; Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 13; Ti
2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14

Mass during the Day: |s 52:7-10; Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6; Heb 1:1-
6;Jn 1:1-18 or Jn 1:1-5, 9-14

Fri: Acts 6:8-10, 7:54-59; Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 8ab, 16bc and 17;
Mt 10:17-22

Sat: 1Jn 1:14; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12; Jn 20:1a and 2-8

Sun: Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14; Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5; Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-
17; Mt 2:13-15, 19-23

From the Desk of Fr. Pawelko (continued)

She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger,
because there was no room for them in the inn.

Now there were shepherds in that region living in the fields and
keeping the night watch over their flock. The angel of the Lord
appeared to them and the glory of the Lord shone around them,
and they were struck with great fear. The angel said to them, “Do
not be afraid; for behold, I proclaim to you good news of great joy
that will be for all the people. For today in the city of David a
savior has been born for you who is Messiah and Lord. And this
will be a sign for you: you will find an infant wrapped in
swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there
was a multitude of the heavenly host with the angel, praising God
and saying: “Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to
those on whom his favor rests.”

When the angels went away from them to heaven, the shepherds
said to one another, “Let us go, then, to Bethlehem to see this thing
that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So
they went in haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the infant
lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known the
message that had been told them about this child. All who heard
it were amazed by what had been told them by the shepherds. And
Mary kept all these things, reflecting on them in her heart. Then
the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they
had heard and seen, just as it had been told to them.

Reader: The Gospel of the Lord.

R/. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

The leader prays with hands joined:

God of every nation and people, from the very beginning of
creation you have made manifest your love when our need for a
Savior was great you sent your Son to be born of the Virgin
Mary. To our lives he brings joy and peace, justice, mercy, and
love.

Lord, bless all who look upon this manger; may it remind us of
the humble birth of Jesus, and raise our thoughts to him, who is
God-with-us and Savior of all, and who lives and reigns
forever and ever. R/. Amen.

St. Joseph at Christmas
By Bishop James Conley of the Diocese of Lincoln, NE
December 24, 2020 (the Year of St. Joseph)

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

Not only did Jesus come into our world and show us how to
interact with others, He did it in a familiar manner: he entered into
a human family, the Holy Family.

Jesus freely chose to be a vulnerable infant, completely dependent
upon Mary, Joseph, and all those around him. God’s entrance into
the world would not have happened without the love and faith of
a family—the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph—who
gave the necessary human love to the newborn Prince of Peace.
We rightfully recall the fiat or “yes” of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
as she agreed to give birth to the Son of God. Mary is in the words
of Wordsworth “our tainted nature’s solitary boast” as she said
“yes” to God at every moment of her life, remaining free from
both original sin and personal sin. She remains for us both the
greatest model of a Christian disciple and greatest intercessor of
any creature.

However, St. Joseph is the one member of the Holy Family who
is often forgotten. Perhaps, he wanted it that way. Perhaps he
preferred to work behind the scenes.

The Church has always revered the sanctity of St. Joseph. Since
1870, he has been declared the Patron of the Universal Church.
As you may know, Pope Francis has proclaimed this year as a
“Year of St. Joseph.”

In his recent apostolic letter on St. Joseph entitled Patris Corde,
he noted how everyone in the world can connect to the life of St.
Joseph. He said: “Each of us can discover in Joseph — the man
who goes unnoticed, a daily, discreet and hidden presence — an
intercessor, a support and a guide in times of trouble. Saint Joseph
reminds us that those who appear hidden or in the shadows can
play an incomparable role in the history of salvation.”

The world that Jesus entered into was not necessarily a friendly
one. We know this even from the context in which Jesus was born.
The courage of Joseph is those difficult times is noteworthy.
Joseph and Mary had to travel this arduous journey by foot from
the hill country in Nazareth all the way to Jerusalem. Scholars
believe they had to do this to be counted in a census for Roman
tax purposes. There was no exemption for them, even though
Mary was with child.

Joseph endured the humiliation of being homeless in Bethlehem
as they arrived with no room at the inn. He humbly endured the
reality that this child entrusted to him would be born in what was
essentially a barn. Even after the birth of Jesus, he had to travel to
Egypt, a foreign land, with Mary and Jesus to escape the
murderous wrath of King Herod.

And yet, we never hear of St. Joseph complaining about any of
this. He accepted his role as father and quietly carried it out. This
can only be accomplished by a man of great prayer. St. Pope John
Paul IT alluded to Joseph’s closeness to the Lord saying, “The total
sacrifice, whereby Joseph surrendered his whole existence to the
demands of the Messiah’s coming into his home, becomes
understandable only in the light of his profound interior life.”

MUSIC MINISTRY

Adult Choir will sing on Christmas day at
the 9:30 am Mass (Christmas Carols begin
30 Minutes prior to mass)

Youth/Children Choir will sing on
Christmas Eve at the 4:00 pm Mass
(Christmas music begins at 3:30)
Contemporary Group — sings December 21%at 11:30 am
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TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

How many languages do you know? Most Americans might
say they have a primary language, can follow the basics of
another encountered in school or in the workplace, and
maybe know the barest elements of a third. Yet nearly
everyone is fluent in languages of symbol and ritual,
languages that transcend the spoken word and may perhaps
communicate more clearly. A dance, the delights of the table,
the thrill of sport, the power of a painting, a shared silence on
a surf-washed beach or under a desert sky, a burst of
delighted applause, all communicate without a single word.

Sacrament empowers fluency in these languages. A
little girl returning from Mass where a baby had been
baptized was asked to summarize her day thus far. “I went
to church, and some little baby became my brother.” That’s
far more accurate than the adult’s remark, “There was a
baptism at Mass today.” When we celebrate sacrament,
Christ is always calling us into deeper fluency with the
languages beyond speech. Sacraments open our senses to
the presence of God precisely so we can respond to the
depth of that love more fully. —rev. sames Fiela

Saint Vincent de Paul Society

We are in the process of forming a Saint Vincent de Paul
conference at St. Joseph's church. Here is the SVDP Mission
Statement: "Inspired by Gospel values, the Society of St.
Vincent de Paul, a Catholic lay organization, leads women and
men to join together to grow spiritually by offering person-to-
person service to those who are needy and suffering. We
conduct home visits in teams of two, meeting with those who
are in need in our parish area". If interested in this amazing
organization, please attend a meeting (St. Robert's church
currently, first room on the right): first and third Mondays of
the month, starting at 7:00pm. Questions? Call Tom
Molz: 215-801-9158.

On Saturday, February 28, 2026, we’ll be back at Cardinal
O’Hara High School (St. John Vianney Hall Theater) for
the 18th Annual Man Up Philly Men’s Conference.
We’re excited to announce our first speaker for this year’s
event: Father McKay, a powerful and inspiring voice whose
ministry has touched countless lives.

Father McKay brings a unique blend of pastoral compassion,
spiritual depth, and real-world experience. His message invites
us to encounter Christ more fully—especially in the places
where healing, hope, and renewal are needed most.

From The Health and Help Ministry
The American Red Cross will hold Blood
Drive in St Joseph Parish Hall on
Thursday, January 22 from 1:00 — 7:00
pm. Register to donate by calling Mary
215-806-5693.

The Surprising Health Benefits of Donating Blood:
Donating blood saves lives, but it also has health benefits
for the donor.

A Free Mini Health Screening- vital signs are taken and
you’ll be screened for some infectious diseases.

A Happier, Longer Life-creating moments of kindness
gives you a feeling of well-being.

A Free Snack-every time you donate blood, it’s like
burning 500 calories without exercising and you get to

have juice and snacks afterwards.
(ref:NY Presbyterian Health Matters)
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GIVING = LIVING
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© 1. 8. Paluch Co., Inc.

2025 2024
December 7 December 8
Envelopes $ 8,341.00 $ 6,863.00
Online Giving | $ 2,540.55 $ 4,524.47
Total $10,881.55 $11,387.47

T hank SMots

@ 7. 8. Paluch Co., Ine.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com




December 21, 2025

Page 6

St. Joseph Church
Parish Religious Education Program
Mrs. Danielle Staffieri, Coordinator

stjosephccd.warrington@yahoo.com
215-672-3020
Tuesdays 6:00 p.m. — 7:15 p.m.

Reminder: If public schools are closed due to
inclement weather, CCD will also be canceled. If you have
provided us with your Email address, we will notify you via
email.

ST JOSEPH/ST. ROBERT SCHOOL

N=

Mprs. Jennifer Durkin, Principal
850 Euclid Avenue, Warrington, PA
215-343-5100  www.stjstr.org

MERRY CHRISTMAS

). 8. Paluch Co., Inc.

TUESDAY. January 6 All grades in session.

TUESDAY, January 13 All grades in session. 3™
grade students report directly to church at 6:00pm
for reconciliation practice. 3™ grade students picked
up at church at 6:45pm

THURSDAY, January 15 First Penance for all 3™
grade students — 7:00pm

TUESDAY, January 20 All grades in session.
“Kids Talk” presented to all grades.

TUESDAY, January 27 All grades in session.
(Snow date for “Kids Talk™ if necessary.)
End of First Semester.

TO CONFIRM THE LATEST SCHEDULE, PLEASE
REFER TO THE PREP PAGE ON SAINT JOSEPH'S
WEBSITE.
https://www.saintjosephchurch.us/prep/

I would like to extend a “Merry Christmas” to you and
your family from all of the faculty, staff, and students
at St. Joseph/St. Robert School! We hope that
Christmas is a time of great blessing for you.
Preparing for Christmas was certainly a blessing for
us. The teachers integrated the message of Christmas
into writing activities, art projects, and other work
throughout the day. Our wonderful Home and School
Association outdid itself with our Tree Lighting and
“Little EIf Shop” Christmas shopping opportunity for
the students. Our student musicians gave an awesome
Christmas concert. But, the most wonderful part of
our preparation was beginning the Christmas holiday
with our annual Christmas Pageant Thursday evening
in church. Just in case we were distracted by the fun
and the shopping and the lights and the action, it
circled us back to the reason why we celebrate this
holy day as the students participated in the telling of
Jesus’ birth through story and song. Beautiful.

As the school community takes a well-deserved break
to spend time at home with our families, we look
forward to the new year. And the new school year in
2026-27! If your child is not yet part of our school
community, please know that you are welcome. We
will be hosting an Open House this winter or you can
call 215-343-5100 to schedule a tour. Applications
are currently being accepted for new students in Pre-
Kindergarten and Kindergarten. You can apply
online by going to our website at stjstr.org. Please do
that as quickly as possible to assure a spot for the fall!

God bless you this Christmas!

Mrs. Durkin

St. Joseph/St. Robert School does not discriminate in
admissions or hiring based on race, color, religious creed,
disability, ancestry, national origin, age or sex.”

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Parish Registration

New parishioners are always welcome!

Call the Parish Office Monday — Thursday to register. Help
us keep our records updated by notifying us if you are
moving from the Parish or have changed your address,
phone number, email address, etc., at 215-672-3020 or
sjc18976(@yverizon.net.

Safe Environment Program

All people who yvolunteer for the Archdiocese of
Philadelphia are required to fulfill the following obligations:
CLEARANCES:

PA State Police Criminal Record Check
https://epatch.pa.gov/home

PA Dept. of Public Welfare Child Abuse Clearance Ck.
https://www.compass.state.pa.us

Federal History Fingerprint Clearance®
https://uenroll.identogo.com
*ONLY if you lived outside of PA within the last 10 years
Disclosure Statement Application for Volunteers
CLEARANCES MUST BE RENEWED EVERY FIVE
(5) YEARS

FORMED

To gain access to all of FORMED’s content, follow these
simple steps:
¢ Qo to https://signup.formed.org/

e Enter our parish’s zip code 18976 then click on St. Joseph
e Enter your name and your email address

That’s it! You’re in. Now you can get the free FORMED app
for your phone by searching FORMED Catholic in your app
store.

Stay Informed at St. Joseph Parish ‘

We have adopted a new
way of communicating
W with you. Evangelus is
the communication
system for our parish.

Visit eva.us/carpenter _to sign-up. You can also follow
us on Social media and download our parish app.

SIGN UP TO RECEIVE

Reminder
Please remember to make all checks for the Special and
Second Collections payable to St. Joseph Church, not the
individual charity. All donations received are then

forwarded to the appropriate organization.

St. Joseph On-Line Giving
Giving online is easy and allows you to set up automatic
recurring contributions and view your complete online
giving history from anywhere you have access to the
Internet. Simply follow these easy steps:

1. Visit the church website at www.saintjosephchurch.us
2. Click on the [ONLINE GIVING] button

3. Click on the Donate button

4. Follow the onscreen instructions to create an online
profile and to schedule your recurring contributions.

Bulletin Submittals

Email requests to sjc18976@yverizon.net. All requests are
subject to Pastor’s approval and space availability

THE DECKER FUNERAL HOME

Pre-Arrangements Available

216 York Road, Warminster

Kevin Fullam, Realtor / Parishioner

Office: (215) 526-2920
Cell: (215) 901-9005
kevin.fullam@foxroach.com

Southampton Home Marketing Center

1122 Street Road, Ste. 102
Southampton, PA 18966

BERKSHIRE | Fox & Roach,
HATHAWAY | REALTORS'

HomeServices License: RS338737

Richard Gutknecht

Serving St. Joseph Parish

529 N. York Rd.
Louis S. Plunkett ( A Member of St. John Bosco)

675-2070

LOUIS SWIFT PLUNKETT FUNERAL HOME

672-6262
Jeff Plunkett ( Member of Nativity Parish)

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Your Will
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