
 
 

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 
Confessions 

Saturdays:  8:30 – 9:00 AM 
              &   3:00 – 3:45 PM 

 

*Last Confessions Before Christmas* 
Saturday, December 20  

8:30 – 9:30 AM & 3:00 – 3:45 PM 
 

Christmas Mass Schedule 
 

Christmas Eve, Wednesday, December 24 
 

4:00 PM Christmas Vigil Mass 
6:00 PM Christmas Vigil Mass   

                    12:00 Midnight Mass 
 

Christmas Day, Thursday, December 25 
Masses:  7:30, 9:30, and 11:30 AM 

 

New Year’s Eve, Wednesday, December 31 
Vigil Mass – 4:00 PM 

  

New Year’s Day, Thursday, January 1, 2026 
Masses:  8:00 AM, 10:00 AM  
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MAKING CHRIST A REALITY IN THE COMMUNITY IN WHICH WE LIVE 
 

    Pastor:    Rev. Michael J. Pawelko 
 

School:    850 Euclid Avenue, Warrington 
Principal:   Mrs. Jennifer Durkin 
Religious Education:  Mrs. Danielle Staffieri 
PREP Office:   215-672-3020 
Music Director:  Mrs. Maria Lennon 

                                  mariaalennon@gmail.com 
 

WEBSITE: www.saintjosephchurch.us 
RECTORY: 215-672-3020 (9 a.m. - 4 p.m. Mon. - Thur.)  (9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Fri.) 

 EMAIL: sjc18976@verizon.net     
SCHOOL: 215-343-5100 

MASS SCHEDULE:  
Mass Schedule: 
              Daily Mass (Mon.-Sat.)  8:00 a.m.  
  Saturday Vigil Mass       4:00 p.m. 
  Sunday Masses               7:30 a.m. 
                 9:30 a.m. 
                                                & 11:30 a.m. 
 
     Holy Day Masses   5:30 p.m. (eve of Holy Day) 
   8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. 
 
(Christmas and New Year’s have special schedules) 
        

CONFESSIONS: Saturdays: 8:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.     
                                            &   3:00 p.m. – 3:45 p.m.                       
  
MASS FOR SHUT-INS:  
   TV - Sunday, 5:30 a.m. WPVI Channel 6,   
            Daily & Sunday, 8:00 a.m. EWTN 
     
 
BAPTISMS: Parents should make arrangements with the

Pastor at least one month before the requested date. 
Baptism is usually celebrated on Sundays at 12:30 pm
(following 11:30 am Mass).  Please contact Rev.
Michael J. Pawelko for Pre-Jordan preparations. 
Godparents must be practicing the faith and present a
Letter of Eligibility from their parish.  No date can be set
for baptism until parents have fulfilled these
responsibilities. 

MATRIMONY: To set a date for a wedding,
couples must make an appointment at the
Rectory at least 6 months prior to the wedding
date. Weddings can be scheduled for most
Saturdays, at 12:00 Noon or 2:00 p.m., or on
Friday afternoons.  

SICK CALLS: Phone the Rectory,  
                            215-672-3020.  
REGISTRATION: All Catholics who live

within the parish boundaries should register.
Boundaries: South of Street Road from Lower
State Rd., to Norristown Rd., to County Line,
to Blair Mill Rd., to Moreland Rd., to Maple
Ave., to Horsham Rd., to Limekiln Pike, to
Lower State Rd. & back to Street Road. 

   If you are not registered, we cannot serve you
in ways which require us to know you. Please
call the Rectory (215-672-3020.) We will
welcome you as part of our community of
faith.  

PARISH ACTIVITIES: Catholic Youth
Organization, PREP (Parish Religious
Education Program), Choir (Adult and
Children’s), Home & School Association,
Men’s Group, Rosary,  Respect Life
Committee, Rite of Christian Initiation of
Adults, Women’s Group, Charismatic Prayer
Group, Hospitality, Hope Committee, Health
& Help Ministry, St. Vincent de Paul Society,
Legion of Mary.  
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From the Desk of Fr. Pawelko   
My Dear Parishioners, 
 As Venerable Archbishop Fulton J Sheen wrote, most 
of the world’s religions ask us to go searching for God.  These 
religions teach that God is the One who is sought after and that 
we then are the seekers.  They teach that God is the One who 
is lost and that we are tasked with finding Him. 
 Our Catholic Faith, however, teaches the exact 
opposite.  We teach that God is the seeker and that He came 
looking for us.  We teach that we were the ones who were lost, 
and that God found us in His Son, Jesus Christ: For God so 
loved the world that He gave his only Son, so that everyone 
who believes in Him might not perish but might have eternal 
life.  For God did not send His Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through 
Him. (John 3:16-17).   

Please notice the verbs in this important passage: 
gave, sent, saved.  God came looking for us.  He came looking 
for us because He loves us and wants to have a relationship 
with us: But to those who did accept Him He gave power to 
become children of God, to those who believe in His 
name, who were born not by natural generation nor by human 
choice nor by a man’s decision but of God.  And the Word 
became flesh and made His dwelling among us, and we saw 
His glory, the glory as of the Father’s only Son, full of grace 
and truth. (John 1: 12-14).  
 Our Catholic Faith also teaches that God is always 
close to us.  In fact, He is so close to us that we can even taste 
Him in the Host we receive at Holy Communion.  Think of that 
the next time you approach the altar to receive Holy 
Communion! 
 For further reflection on the miracle of Christmas, I 
have included some quotes from the Venerable Archbishop 
Fulton J Sheen in this letter. 
 I would like to again thank all who helped to clear the 
giving tree and all who helped to support our recent food and 
diaper drives.   So many feel God’s love through us and these 
important outreaches.  I would also like to thank all those who 
have coordinated these important outreaches and ask for 
continued Blessings from Heaven upon all for your generosity. 
 I wish to extend additional “thank yous” to all who 
played any part in making our annual Christmas Bazaar and 
Pancake Breakfast and our Christmas Concert the successes 
they were.  These are important community builders and 
opportunities to grow our relationships with each other.     
 I know many preparations for our celebration of 
Christmas are already underway.  I am looking forward to our 
second Christmas together and to our celebration of the birth 
of Our Blessed Savior.  
 Sadly, we all have friends, family, and neighbors who 
have been away from the Church for one reason or another.  
They are lost.  God is looking for them.  We are the eyes that 
God is using to search them out.  We are the months that God 
is using to invite them back. 
So, I am asking all of you, for the love of God and neighbor, 
to please extend a personal invitation to them to join us this 
Christmas.  (Continued on Page 4) 

Masses For The Week 
Saturday Dec. 13 

4:00pm 
 
Bill & Alice Hennessey 

Sunday Dec. 14 
7:30am 

 
The People of the Parish 

 9:30am Schena Family & Friends 
 11:30am Louis Cerritelli 
Monday 8:00am All the Saints in Heaven, 

for always listening 
Tuesday   8:00am For the Intentions of 

Michael Pham 
Wednesday 8:00am Phyllis Mandaglio 
Thursday 8:00am For All the Souls  

in Purgatory 
Friday 8:00am Irene Wilms 
Saturday 
 

8:00am Alfred & Susan Denofa 
Dec. 20 
4:00pm 

 
Rita Carsley 

Sunday Dec. 21 
7:30am 

 
For the People of the Parish 

 9:30am Alba Thompson 
 11:30am Joy Soria (Birthday) 

Please Pray For Those Who Are Ill 
Paula Bielecki, Lillian Cannon, Deborah Ciavola, Josh 
Craft, Robert Fisher, Rosemarie Generale, Jim 
Gordon, Paul Han, Dee Hottinger, Emery Kutney, 
Dolores Krysztopowicz, Irene Lennon, Dominic 
Lightcap, Patricia McCloskey, Dave McKay, Art 
McLaughlin, Joseph McNamara, John Merritt, Moira 
Merritt, Laura Masorli Nardone, Gertrude Nelson, 
Michael K. Pham, Patricia Picciocchi, Sarah Rank, 
Joseph Ranweiler, Michael Tashjian, Gino, Theresa, 
Dean, & Rick Romaniello, William Sparke, Rob 
Skalski, Stanley Travis, III, Patricia True, Jack 
Wilhelm, Joan Winterborne, Edward White, John 
Zerbe. 

This Week In Our Parish 
Monday, December 15 
*Adoration -8:30am – 7:30pm – Church 
*Mass @ Christ Home – 2:30pm 
*Rosary – 7:30pm - Church 
Tuesday, December 16 
*PREP – 6:00 – 7:15pm – Advent Family Gathering 
Wednesday, December 17 
*Children’s Choir Practice – 5:30 – 6:45pm 
*Catholic in Recovery – 7:00pm – Church Hall  
*Adult Choir Practice – 7:30-9:30pm 
Thursday, December 18 
*OCIA – 7:00pm - Room 18 
*Charismatic Prayer Group – 7:00pm – Church Hall 
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Readings for The Week 
Mon:   Num 24: 2-7, 15-17a; Ps 25:4-5ab; 6 and 7bc, 8-9; Mt  
 21:23-27 
Tues:   Zep 3:1-2, 9-13; Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19 and 23; Mt  
 21:28-32 
Wed:   Gen 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8,17; Mt 1:1-17 
Thurs: Jer 23:5-8; Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19; Mt 1:18-25 
Fri:     Jdg 13:2-7, 24-25a; Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17; Lk 1:5-25 
 Sat:    Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6; Lk 1:26-38 
Sun:    Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6; Rm 1:1-7; Mt 1:18-24 

From the Desk of Fr. Pawelko (continued)   
Your personal invitation may help someone who is lost to 
return to the Faith and to return to having that beautiful 
personal relationship with Jesus that we have as Catholics.   

May the Intercession of all of God’s Holy Angels and 
Saints be with us as we continue our preparations to remember 
the Birth of Our Blessed Savior, and in the words of Venerable 
Archbishop Fulton J Sheen, God love you! 
Fr. Michael J Pawelko, Pastor 
 
Christmas Reflections  
by the Venerable Archbishop Fulton J Sheen 
The True Meaning of Christmas 
Once a year, at Christmas time, everyone is happy and loving, 
kind and generous.  But one wonders if they know why they are 
happy…..Through our own fault we had lost our resemblance 
to God Who made us.  By being born of parents, we are not 
sons of God; God is not our Father unless we share His 
Life….When He came to this earth, it was not to give us a code, 
it was not to give us a law; it was not to have some secretaries 
write books that we might read as we read Plato or Socrates.  
It was rather that we might be endowed with His Divine Life 
and be, not just men, but heirs of Heaven and sons of the 
Eternal Father.  On Christmas Day, this process began for 
men of good will.    
No Room At the Inn 
But when finally the scrolls of history are complete, down to 
the last word of time, the saddest line of all will be: “There 
was no room in the inn.”...The inn was the gathering place of 
public opinion, the focal point of the world's moods, the 
rendezvous of the worldly, the rallying place of the popular 
and the successful. But there's no room in the place where the 
world gathers. The stable is a place for outcasts, the ignored 
and the forgotten. The world might have expected the Son of 
God to be born in an inn; a stable would certainly be the last 
place in the world where one would look for him. The lesson 
is: divinity is always where you least expect to find it. So the 
Son of God made man is invited to enter into his own world 
through a back door.       
The 2 Births of Christ 
There are two births of Christ, one unto the world in 
Bethlehem; the other in the soul, when it is spiritually reborn. 
Men think of the former much more than the later, and 
celebrate it every year; but the spiritual Bethlehem is equally 
momentous…. It was the second birth that Saint Paul insisted 
on when he wrote from prison to his beloved people, the 
Ephesians, asking that Christ may dwell in their hearts by faith 

and that they be rooted and grounded in love. This is the 
second Bethlehem, or the personal relationship of the 
individual heart to the Lord Christ.  
True Mark of Humility 
Exiled from the earth, our Lord is born under the earth, for the 
stable was in a cave. He was the first caveman of recorded 
history, and there he shook the earth to its very foundations. 
Because he’s born in a cave, all who wish to see him must 
bend, must stoop, the stoop is the mark of humility. The proud 
refuse to stoop. Therefore they miss divinity. Those, however, 
who are willing to risk bending their egos to go into that cave, 
find that they are not in a cave at all; but they are in a universe 
where sits a babe on his mother’s lap, the babe who made the 
world.  
Never Expected 
God walks into your soul with silent step. God comes to you 
more than you go to Him. Never will his coming be what you 
expect, and yet never will it disappoint. The more you respond 
to his gentle pressure, the greater will be your freedom.  
On obedience and faith 
“What does obedience do for us? Obedience gives us faith. Are 
we reacting against Christ and his Church, or are we 
accepting its authority? Faith comes from that kind of 
submission. Remember that when our blessed Lord was born, 
Herod consulted the scribes… He said to the scribes, ‘Where 
is the Christ to be born?’ . . . They said, ‘He is to be born in 
Bethlehem.’ Did they go? There was not a single scribe at that 
crib—not one. But they knew. Our faith today can be a kind of 
creedal assent, instead of a living act of the will, conscious of 
the fact that we are submitting to Christ, as Christ submitted 
to the heavenly Father. Notice, too, that at the crib, only two 
classes of people found their way to Christ when he came to 
this earth: the very simple, and the very learned—the 
shepherds who knew that they knew nothing, and the wise men 
who knew that they did not know everything.” 
Jesus’s Gift to Us 
He lies upon straw on earth and yet sustains the universe and 
reigns in Heaven; He is born in time, and yet He existed before 
all time; Maker of the stars under the stars; Ruler of the earth 
an outcast of earth; filling the world, lying in a manger.  And 
yet the proud man sees only a Babe.  The humble, simple souls, 
who are little enough to see the bigness of God in the littleness 
of a Babe, are therefore the only ones who will ever understand 
the reason of His visitation.  He came to the poor earth of ours 
to carry on an exchange; to say to us, as only the Good God 
could say: You give me your humanity, and I will give you my 
Divinity; you give me your time, and I will give you my eternity, 
you give me your weary body, and I will give you Redemption; 
you give me your broken heart, and I will give you Love; you 
give me your nothingness, and I will give you My all. 
 
Hope Committee Diaper Collection 
Next weekend, December 20 & 21, we will collect 
diapers/wipes for our babies in need.  The back hall table is 
the collection site.  Thank you for your continued 
generosity. 
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_______________________________________________ 
Our Music Ministry is looking for more singers and 
instrumentalists for Christmas!!! If anyone - adults, teens or 
children would like to sing or play an instrument for one of the 
Christmas masses, please email Maria Lennon 
at mariaalennon@gmail.com or call the rectory and leave a 
message for Mrs. Maria Lennon. Christmas practices will be 
the 2nd & 3rd weeks in December.   
 
Adult Choir will sing December 14th at 11:30, December 25th 
at 9:30 (Christmas Carols begin 30 Minutes prior to mass) 
Youth/Children Choir - December 24th at 4:00 
pm mass (Christmas music begins at 3:30) 
Contemporary Group - December 21st at 11:30 mass 

 

 
  2025 2024 
 November 30 December 1 
Envelopes $  5,033.00   $  7,089.00 
Online Giving $  2,326.12 $  1,424.05 
Total $  7,359.12 $  8,513.05 

 
 
 

Saint Vincent de Paul Society 
We are in the process of forming a Saint Vincent de Paul 
conference at St. Joseph's church.  Here is the SVDP Mission 
Statement:  "Inspired by Gospel values, the Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul, a Catholic lay organization, leads women and 
men to join together to grow spiritually by offering person-to-
person service to those who are needy and suffering.  We 
conduct home visits in teams of two, meeting with those who 
are in need in our parish area".  If interested in this amazing 
organization, please attend a meeting (St. Robert's church 
currently, first room on the right):  first and third Mondays of 
the month, starting at 7:00pm.  Questions?  Call Tom 
Molz:  215-801-9158. 

 

 
On Saturday, February 28, 2026, we’ll be back at Cardinal 
O’Hara High School (St. John Vianney Hall Theater) for 
the 18th Annual Man Up Philly Men’s Conference. 
We’re excited to announce our first speaker for this year’s 
event:  Father McKay, a powerful and inspiring voice whose 
ministry has touched countless lives. 
Father McKay brings a unique blend of pastoral compassion, 
spiritual depth, and real-world experience. His message invites 
us to encounter Christ more fully—especially in the places 
where healing, hope, and renewal are needed most. 
 
TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 We make transitions along life’s journey, and search for 
meaning. Watch an infant take those first wobbly steps. 
Inevitably they are toward the arms of a dear one, and the 
gleeful smile and wordless laughter let us know that the 
baby understands that the whole world is renewed in an 
instant. Parents may see that wide-eyed smile again some 
years later as they flip car keys in the teenager’s direction, 
and by God’s grace at in-between moments of forgiveness 
and affirmation. 
 Sacraments open a window to the blessings of everyday 
life and help us claim their deep meaning. A voice from a 
fiery bush warned Moses to take off his shoes because he 
stood on “holy ground.” Your first steps, your first word, 
taking your place at the family table, stirring to new love, 
forgiving and being forgiven: all of this is holy, laden with 
meaning, full of possibilities. Sacraments are not escape 
pods from the realities of the everyday; rather they invest us 
ever more deeply in life and recruit us for the kingdom 
inaugurated by Jesus. We take baby steps all our life long. 
In the world of sacrament, they are always directed toward 
the arms of a loving God, and always on the common holy 
ground of a community’s life.   —Rev. James Field 
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St. Joseph Church 
Parish Religious Education Program  
Mrs. Danielle Staffieri, Coordinator  
stjosephccd.warrington@yahoo.com 

215-672-3020 
Tuesdays 6:00 p.m. – 7:15 p.m. 

Reminder: If public schools are closed due to 
inclement weather, CCD will also be canceled.  If you have 
provided us with your Email address, we will notify you via 
email.   
 
TUESDAY, December 16 
Family Advent Gathering 6:00pm – 8:00pm.  Both in-
person and family catechesis students should attend.  
Last class until January 6, 2026! 
 

 
 

TUESDAY, January 6 All grades in session. 
 
TUESDAY, January 13 All grades in session.  3rd 
grade students report directly to church at 6:00pm 
for reconciliation practice.  3rd grade students picked 
up at church at 6:45pm 
 
THURSDAY, January 15 First Penance for all 3rd 
grade students – 7:00pm 
 
TUESDAY, January 20 All grades in session.  
“Kids Talk” presented to all grades. 
 
TUESDAY, January 27 All grades in session.  
(Snow date for “Kids Talk” if necessary.) 
End of First Semester. 

 
 

TO CONFIRM THE LATEST SCHEDULE, PLEASE 
REFER TO THE PREP PAGE ON SAINT JOSEPH'S 

WEBSITE. 
https://www.saintjosephchurch.us/prep/ 

Mrs. Jennifer Durkin, Principal 
850 Euclid Avenue, Warrington, PA 

215-343-5100      www.stjstr.org 
The SJR Robotics Club is having a terrific season so far! 
With the generous sponsorship of Alliance Holdings in 
Horsham, our 6th–8th grade students have been exploring 
engineering, coding, and teamwork under the guidance of 
our dedicated volunteer leaders, Mr. Tom Molz and Mr. 
Vince Mandes. 
The team recently competed in their first LEGO League 
event of the year at Archbishop Wood High School. Our 
students did an excellent job presenting their project and 
running their robot missions, and they represented SJR 
with confidence and enthusiasm. 
They are now preparing for their next competition, which 
will take place at La Salle College High School in 
January. We look forward to cheering them on as they 
continue growing their skills and working together. 
Congratulations to our Robotics Club, and thank you to 
Alliance Holdings and our volunteers for supporting this 
exciting program! 

 

 
St. Joseph/St. Robert School does not discriminate in 
admissions or hiring based on race, color, religious creed, 
disability, ancestry, national origin, age or sex.” 
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Parish Registration 
New parishioners are always welcome!    
Call the Parish Office Monday – Thursday to register. Help 
us keep our records updated by notifying us if you are 
moving from the Parish or have changed your address, 
phone number, email address, etc., at 215-672-3020 or 
sjc18976@verizon.net. 

 

Safe Environment Program 
All people who volunteer for the Archdiocese of 
Philadelphia are required to fulfill the following obligations: 
CLEARANCES: 
 PA State Police Criminal Record Check 
https://epatch.pa.gov/home 
 PA Dept. of Public Welfare Child Abuse Clearance Ck. 
https://www.compass.state.pa.us 
 Federal History Fingerprint Clearance*  
https://uenroll.identogo.com 
*ONLY if you lived outside of PA within the last 10 years 
Disclosure Statement Application for Volunteers  
CLEARANCES MUST BE RENEWED EVERY FIVE 
(5) YEARS 

 
To gain access to all of FORMED’s content, follow these 
simple steps: 
 Go to https://signup.formed.org/  
 Enter our parish’s zip code 18976 then click on St. Joseph 
 Enter your name and your email address 
That’s it! You’re in. Now you can get the free FORMED app 
for your phone by searching FORMED Catholic in your app 
store. 
 

Stay Informed at St. Joseph Parish 
We have adopted a new 
way of communicating 
with you. Evangelus is 
the communication 
system for our parish.    

Visit eva.us/carpenter   to sign-up.  You can also follow 
us on Social media and download our parish app. 
 

 
 

Reminder 
Please remember to make all checks for the Special and 
Second Collections payable to St. Joseph Church, not the 
individual charity.  All donations received are then 
forwarded to the appropriate organization.  

St. Joseph On-Line Giving 
Giving online is easy and allows you to set up automatic 
recurring contributions and view your complete online 
giving history from anywhere you have access to the 
Internet. Simply follow these easy steps:  
1.  Visit the church website at www.saintjosephchurch.us 
2.  Click on the [ONLINE GIVING] button  
3.  Click on the Donate button 
4. Follow the onscreen instructions to create an online 
profile and to schedule your recurring contributions. 

Bulletin Submittals 
Email requests to sjc18976@verizon.net. All requests are 
subject to Pastor’s approval and space availability 
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DesignerOfSmiles.com

Huntingdon Valley, PA
215.947.4111

Steven C Bunting DDS

ADAM R Stefanowicz DMD

5 Years

ADVERTISE HERE

Promote your Business 
AND support your Parish.

Give us a call!

800-994-9817
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